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tability of these plants to building in
teriors and the problems encountered
by consumers using these plants has
shown that the main concern of the
consumer is how long the plant will
stay in good condition in a given lo
cation and what he can do to keep it
in good condition. This indicates that
the consumer's main concern is to

keep the plant in the condition in
which he purchased it. This has made
it possible to compile a list of specific
details that can be provided to the
consumer to assist him in keeping
plants in a healthy condition to fit in
to certain situations in the home or

building where they will be used.
These specific details for consumer

information can be provided through
the retailer by means of a card at
tached to each plant or planter sold.
These details follow.

1. Air-conditioning is not detri
mental to foliage plants.

2. Plants should not be placed in
direct sunlight.

3. Plants should be kept in tem
peratures of approximately 60°
F.

4. Plants should be watered lightly
and infrequently.

5. Fertilizers should be applied
lightly and infrequently.

6. Trained plants on totem poles
and in baskets should have the
tips pinched occasionally if the
shape is to be maintained.

7. When, and if, weak spindly
growth occurs on plants, it
should be removed to keep the
plant compact.

When such specific information is
supplied to the consumer and he puts
it into practice, he will be much more
interested in and pleased with his
plants. This will not only maintain the
demand for foliage plants, but as con
sumers learn that caring for these
plants is not a difficult and time-con
suming task, their interest will in
crease and the demand also will in
crease. They will not only find new
and different uses for plants, but they
will become accustomed to them; and
will not want to be without them; nor
will they be satisfied with plastic imi
tations.

This bulletin contains information on grow
ing and on maintaining plants indoors; also
lists of plants best adapted to various con
ditions (editor).

The

Annette Hegg.
Its popularity
stems partly
from its roots.

All five sports of the Annette Hegg family (dark red,
white, pink, marble and now a brilliant red) root un
usually fast and even. They are also very sturdy,
long-lasting plants and can be pinched to produce
five or more breaks. And of course the real beauty
of the Annette Hegg is its profitability. As more and
more growers are finding out.

Paul Ecke Poinsettias
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POINSETTIAS vs STREETLIGHTS

Bellefonte's annual battle of the
streetlight vs. poinsettias was joined
last week when David Woodring, op
erator of a greenhouse at the rear of
235 E. Howard St., prevailed upon
West Penn Power to black out a
streetlight at the intersection of N.
Ridge and E. Burrows Sts.—and the
neighbors have called "foul."

Mr. Woodring says the streetlight
shines into the greenhouse, interfering
with long hours of "natural light," in
cluding total darkness, required to
bring the plants to budding in time
for Christmas blooming.

The neighbors say that having the
light blacked out endangers their safe
ty and property and besides that,
there are prowlers in the neighbor
hood.

John M. Woodring, father of the

By EVALYN H. KRONE

Times Staff Writer

operator and himself an experienced
horticulturist, said poinsettias need
the hours of light and darkness be
tween Oct. 10 and Nov. 1 to mature
to the budding stage by late Novem
ber, in time for full blooming at
Christmas time. He said that during
this critical period, even five minutes
of artifiicial light during the night
time hours, can upset the plant's sche
dule and delay blooming.

Mr. Woodring said there are be
tween 2,000 and 3,000 poinsettia
plants in the greenhouse, which is a
lot of poinsettias and a lot of money,
at prices ranging from $2.50 to $7.50
each during the holiday season.

On the other hand, persons living
in the area are opposed to being with
out a streetlight, even for three weeks,
especially when that three weeks cov-
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er the Halloween season of tricks or
treats.

Along with the hazards of falling,
stumbling and bumping into things,
not being able to find keyholes in the
dark and other minor inconveniences,
neighbors say the area is plagued by
prowlers from time to time.

Borough officials say they have
heard both sides of the controversy—
and express sympathy with both sides,
but can offer no universal solution.

West Penn Power, whose responsi
bility is to make everybody happy—
or at least "partly happy"—has placed
an aluminum half-circle shield on the
greenhouse side of the offending light,
which does not provide the degree of
darkness needed by the plants, nor the
amount of light which residents say
they need for convenience and safety.
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