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A Look At The Finnish Peat Industry

Brian Whipker k

Brian Whipker is a senior in Horticulture at Purdue
University. In the summer and fall of 1983 he was an
intern in Finland with the American-Scandinavian Foundation

Exchange Program. Brian worked at a cut flower firm named
Gripans, near Inkoo, Finland. He worked with the culture
of 26 different flower species, among them scablosa,
lilies, iris, salvia, and delphiniums.

In Finland, the peat harvesting industry is big business. Finland
produces 21.5 million cubic meters (28.1 million cubic yards) of peat annually,
the majority of which is used as an export item. Of this total, 20 million
cubic meters (26.1 million cubic yards) are burned as a source of energy and
the remaining 1.5 million cubic meters (1.96 million cubic yards) are used in
the horticultural industry.

The procedure for preparing the peat bog for harvesting takes a number of
years. The first step is to clear the low lying land of all the small trees
and plants. Then a set of drainage ditches is installed to remove the excess
water so a tractor will be able to drive on the peat field. The ditches are
spaced 20 meters (65 feet) apart and are 120 cm (4 feet) deep. Small tile are
placed in these ditches. In Finland they are called mole tile and are about 8
cm (3.1 inches) in diameter. Tiles run perpendicular to the ditches and help
drain the area in between them. The whole drainage process takes around five
years before a tractor can drive on the peat field to start harvesting -^
operations.

The peat field that I visited near Fagervik, Finland, had an area of about
60 hectres (148 acres). At this location the depth of the peat before the
harvesting operations started was 5 meters (16.4 feet). It took 5 years to
harvest off the first meter (3.2 feet) of peat. Now they are down to the depth
of 3.5 m (11.5 feet). They will harvest all but the last .5 m (20 inches).
That will be left, because the ground will be too soft for machinery to move
over the surface. The owner expected that it would take 20 to 30 years to
harvest down to the .5 m (20 inches) level.

Harvesting Procedure

The harvesting begins after the peat bog has been cleared of brush and
drained, and the surface of the peat has been dried by the sun. First, a
disc-type machine pulled behind a tractor goes over the surface and rakes up
the top 1 to 2 cm (1/3 to 2/3 inches) of peat. Then the peat is allowed to dry
for 2 to 3 days, depending on the weather conditions. A large vacuum
cleaner-type machine pulled behind a 1200 horsepower tractor picks up the
loose, dry peat. It is deposited in large piles before being loaded onto
trucks for transport. After the peat has been vacumraed up, the process starts
over again with the disc machine. The cycle usually takes between 4 to 5 days
to complete, depending on the amount of rain and sunshine.
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Producers and Importers Vote Down Proposed Floral Order

Producers and importers of flowers and plants have voted against a
proposed national floral research, promotion, and consumer information order.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture mail referendum for eligible producers
and importers was conducted from November 28, 1983, to January 3, 1984. The
order would have authorized assessments for research, promotion, and consumer
education from producers and importers whose annual sales were greater than
$100,000.

Charles Brader, an official with USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service,
said only 33.1 percent of the 994 flower and plant producers and importers
voting supported the proposed order.

The total vote was 329 for and 665 against.

Brader said that to become effective, the order would have required the
approval of at least two-thirds of those voting, or a majority of those voting
if they represented at least two-thirds of the value of flowers and plants
accounted for in the referendum.

By value of sales, Brader said, only 49.5 percent of the total U.S. and
importers represented in the referendum was on the side of approving the
proposal.

Indiana Results:

By Votes
Yes No %_ yes

8 8 50%

By Sales Volume
Yes ' No

$13,619,311 $5,864,575

*** *** ***

Good News for Indiana Horticultural Crop Producers

% Yes

69.9

In this year's session of the Indiana State Legislature a bill was passed
into law that will benefit Indiana's greenhouse industry.

Senate Bill 83 was sponsored by Senator Blankenbaker in the Senate and
Representatives G. Harper and R. Mclntyre in the House. The Bill provides for
exemptions from state gross retail and use tax on sale of energy (electricity,
gas, water, etc.) to persons engaged in agriculture or horticulture. The Bill
becomes effective September 1, 1984.

The passage of this legislation was due to the combined effort of the
sponsors and Jim Barbour of the Cooperative Extension Service in Marion County,
working with Jim Mundt of the State Tax Commissioners Office. Through their
efforts and the cooperation of Allen Hammer of Purdue University and of growers


