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Join Up And Move Out For The
Trail Drive To Our "Spring Roundup," Decatur

It's Decatur or bust!!

Yessiree, Bub, everybody and his dog will be pack
ing the old saddle bags and heading out for the trail
drive to Decatur on Friday-Sunday, March 12 to 14,
where we'll circle the wagons at the Holiday Inn Con
vention Resort "Corral." All you cowgals and cattle
wranglers who chicken out — deciding to stay back at
the ranch and keep the home fires burning — will be
missing out on the "Spring Roundup," our Associa
tion's "really big" blowout of the year!
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Join up and meet us at

the "Spring Round-up"

The Illinois State Florists'

-, Association's 1982 conference i

March 12-14

Holiday Inn • Decatur, Illinois

Trade Fair — Both days
Get-Acquainted Dinner — Friday
Western-style Jamboree —Saturday
Floral Rodeo designsession —Saturday
Design sessions — Saturday and Sunday
Design contest

fcHK

The I.S.F.A.'s Conferences of recent years have
been real yahoo events, often with SRO in various pro
gram segments and with the Holiday Inn's rooms com
pletely sold out. But our 1982 "Spring Roundup" pro
mises to be even more of a "barn-burner." Following
the symposium plan, with many presentations repeated,
you will note in the program that Saturday and Sunday
are "something-important-going-on-every-minute"
days. The list of program participants, designers, com
mentators, etc. is truly impressive. Furthermore, our
1 982 Trade Fair will be unexcelled, with all available ex

hibition space sold out. And free prizes are being given
away to shoppers every hour, too.

But aside from the program, you'll be duly im
pressed with the renovations that have been made in

the Holiday Inn's lobby and main corridor, in the
Glockenspiel Lounge and Edelweiss Room, and in the
coffee shop — now enclosed and renamed "The
Greenhouse Cafe." Lots of foliage plants and planters
are in evidence, too. Add to all this the superb recrea
tional facilities, the Holidome, the Le Bistro Lounge, the
La Teirace French Restaurant, swimming pool. etc..
and you have one of the finest, most attractive and

hospitable convention centers in Illinois — and offering
prices way below those at most big-city hotels. The
whole family will have a ball, and you won't have to mort
gage the ranch to come — whether you arrive via
horseback. Amtrak. or Cadillac!

It takes a crew of hard-working, dedicated
cowpokes to make a Conference such as this click.
Those in the saddle this year are Co-Chairmen Jim Lan-
dolt of Hennessey Florist, Springfield, and Judi Borah of
the Floral Boutique, Shelbyville. Others serving on the

(continued on page 3)
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How about a special awardfor the political can
didate who promised the least? (We could call it the
"Nobull Please Prize.")

Quick-witted clerk: "This lovely hat makes you
look 10years younger; by the way, how old are you?"

Lady customer: "Just twenty-eight."
Clerk: "I mean without the hat. "

E.R.A. MAY BE FALTERING—BUT

ASSOCIATION ELECTS TWO

WOMEN AS ITS TOP OFFICERS ^

Our Association's new president. Mary Noble
Charleston (left), and Vice-President Avada Leaf, Olney.

Williams,

Officers of the Illinois State Florists' Association

recently elected to serve during 1982 were: President
Mary Noble Williams of the Noble Flower Shop,
Charleston, IL (formerly Vice-President), and Vice-
President Avada Leaf of Virginia's Flowers, Olney
(formerly a Director from Region 5). Reelected
Treasurer was Olin A. Wetzel, Florists' Mutual In

surance Co., Edwardsville, IL. Executive-Director Dan
Irons, Mattoon Flower Shop & Greenhouses, Mattoon,
IL, and Bulletin Editor G.M. Fosler, Ul Dept. of Hor
ticulture, Urbana, IL, continue in their respective ap-^,
pointive posts.

Newly elected to the Association's Board of Direc
tors are: Chuck Altman of the Altman Flower & Gift Box,
Round Lake, IL (Region 1); John Bonsoe of the Bill
Doran Co., Peoria, IL (Region 3); Al Easton of Easton's
Flowers, Mt. Vernon, IL (Region 5); Daniel Whitehurst
of the Newton Flower Shop, Newton, IL (Region 5); and
Raymond DeCloedt of DeCloedt's Floral Place, Inc.,
Mishawaka, IN (Out-of-state). George F. Mabis
automatically becomes an ex officio member of the
Board.

Congratulations and best wishes are extended to
the 1982 slate of I.S.F.A. Officers and Directors. Fur
thermore, the Association is most appreciative of the
services of Past-President George F. Mabis and of
those Directors who have left the Board: Richard N.
Coleman, Rock Island (ex officio); Tim Corrie, Burr
Ridge (Region 1); Blanche Hewson, Geneseo (Region
3); Mable Fuller, Palestine (Region 5); and John D.
Held, St. Louis (Out-of-state).

A complete listing of all 1982 Association Officers
and Directors, along with their addresses and phone
numbers, is presented on this page.

w*
Knowing how to buy the right stocks is a matter of

experience — &you get that experience by not buying
the right stocks.
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marginal rates under the new legislation. A total reduc
tion of 25% will be spread over a 3-year period — 5%
starting July 1, 1982, and 10% beginning July 1,
1983. The so-called marriage penalty has also been
altered.

Beginning with the 1985 tax year, marginal tax
brackets will be established to prevent inflation from
pushing persons into higher brackets with no increase
in "real" income. This should help the situation that
many wage earners now face — paying a larger tax
burden while seeing a decrease in spendable dollars.

Other Changes
Many other tax provisions have been liberalized

under th 1981 tax legislation. These include individual
retirement and Keogh plans, estate and gift taxes, new
employee credits, extension of carryover periods for
operating losses and tax credits and treatment of capital
gains.

EFFECTS OF TIME OF

TRANSPLANTING ON BEDDING

PLANT FLOWERING

A.M. Armitage & Carl Lasco
Univ. of Georgia, Athens

There are many links in the chain of bedding plant
production, and together they result in a flowering an
nual plant that is a source of pride to grower and con
sumer alike.

One of the links in the chain is that of transplanting.
The seed flat is not very deep nor rich in nutrients, and
seedlings should be removed and placed in another
growing container soon after emergence. However,
sometimes the job of transplanting is put off due to lack
of time. The problem is that transplanting is a very im
portant job, and delaying it can delay flowering enough
to miss a market. It must be done as soon as plants can
be handled. We like to see seedlings transplanted no
later than the first true leaf stage; but if competent peo
ple are transplanting, then the job should be done when
the cotyledons emerge. You must wait at least that long
so there will be leaves to use as handles to pull the plant
with. Do not handle the plant by the stem, or you may
crush it.

Data at the Univ. of Georgia graphically illustrate the
effect of transplant time on flowering of many bedding
plants this past spring. In general, as spring progresses
and light and temperature increase, the total time
necessary to flower plants decreases. This is true for
long day and day neutral plants (most bedding plants
are in these categories), but not true for short day
plants. We conducted scheduling tests for bedding
plants grown under Southeastern conditions and were
not able to do all the transplanting of the final sowing of
some crops on time. On flowering, all plants were of ex-

cellent quality, and the only difference between late and
normal transplanting was the number of days to flower.
The following table illustrates this:

Plant Cultlvar
Date
Sown

Days to
Transplant

Says to
Flower

Begonia Foremost Red 1-26
2-09

2-20

35
35

42

79

65

82

Verbena Sangria 1-26

2-09

2-20

18

17
25

77
66
84

Portulaca Sunglow 1-14
2-04
2-09

16

20

37

62

56

72

Dahlia ; Redskin 2-09
2-24
3-09

10
11
24

57
54

69

Pansy Universal Mix 1-26
2-09

2-20

10
17

25

66
65

77

In all these cases, the latest sowing date should
have resulted in the fewest number of days to flower.
With the species shown, flowers appeared earlier in the
second sowing than the first sowing (as expected), but
much later in the third.

As seedlings grow in the seed flat, they become
more sensitive to being moved, and go through more
transplant shock as they get older. Transplanting as
soon as the seedling can be handled results in little
disturbance, and the plants resume vigorous growth
quickly.

These results support the argument for bedding
plant plugs. Allowing the plants to grow for a long time in
their soil plugs saves space and money. When plug and
all are transplanted to final containers, there is no distur
bance of root tissue and, therefore, no shock. As the
technology for mechanization of this system evolves
and the equipment becomes less expensive, more bed
ding plant growers will benefit from the plug system of
growing.

Not all plants were sensitive to "transplant lag." Im-
patiens and ageratum flowered earlier at the last sowing
although they were transplanted late, but many other
plants have not yet been tested. In looking at these
results, we recommend transplanting be dictated by the
skill of your help. That is, if help is competent, transplant
at the cotyledon stage if possible. If you do not have a
lot of confidence in your help, transplant no later than
first true leaves. Putting off this job is unhealthy — you
will be sick if you miss your market!

This timely article appeared in "BPI News," Sept.
1981.

Walking down the street, Father Mulcahey
recognized the town drunk, one of his parishioners,
ambling along unsteadily ahead. He walked a bit faster
to catch up with him.

"Inebriated again," remarked the good Father.
"Me, too!" said the drunk.
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THE MARVELOUS MARIGOLDS

Parti

The National Garden Bureau, an educational ser
vice of the garden seed industry, called upon the ex
perience of some of the leading plant breeders in the
U.S., Canada, and Europe in the preparation of the
following information. Since 1982 has been designated
the "Year of the Marigold," you might want to carefully
review this information for your own general
knowledge, for use in talks, and for incorporating into
news stories you write.

A Most Versatile Flower
Few, ifany, garden flowers can match marigolds for

bright, enduring colors, sustained production of
blossoms and ease of growing. The skills of many plant
breeders have been focused on marigolds for the past
half century, and especially during the last decade. As a
result, varieties have been made more uniform in plant
and blossom size, reshaped to the scale of contem
porary landscapes, and enriched with vivid new colors.

The popularity of marigolds has climbed according
ly; they now are the No. 1 flower in the U.S., outranking
zinnias and petunias in combined bedding plant and
seed packet sales (units).

Few other garden flowers are as tough, tenacious
and adaptable as marigolds. Resistance to urban fumes
makes them especially valuable to city gardeners,
although marigolds, like most flowers, can suffer from
unusually high concentrations of smog. Adaptability to
gardens from sea level to lofty elevations endears
marigolds to growers around the world. And, though
they prefer at least moderate levels of fertility and
moisture, marigolds will grow and bloom satisfactorily in
relatively poor soil.

Over much of North America, spring-planted
marigolds can give a sustained flower show from late
spring through fall frost. French varieties can be
transplanted while in bloom, and if handled and watered
carefully, will not resent the disturbance; they can even
be clipped and tailored to desired shapes.

The taller, large-flowered, later hybrid marigolds re
quire about 70 days to bloom from seeds sown in the
garden and are valued for late summer and autumn color
and cutting. Blooming plants are seldom available of the
tall, late open-pollinated, non-hybrid types because
they grow leggy and bloom late in flats or packs. Late
types are not recommended for short season areas.

Commercial growers have learned how to tem
porarily dwarf the taller hybrids with chemicals to keep
the plants short through the selling season. This makes
the potted plants easier to handle and ship, and less
subject to breakage. The effects of the growth retar-
dant wear off soon after plants are set in the garden.

There is much to support marigolds as the National
Flower of the U.S.A. — not only their American origin

c^PRoGF THE cTVTARIGGED

and popularity but also the heavy American involvement
in creating new varieties. Most of the varieties on sale in
the U.S. are American creations.

Botanical Data

The genus Tagetes contains about 40 species, all
but 13 of which are annuals. Tagetes species are native
to the New World and occur naturally in temperate
zones across the Southwestern U.S. and southward in

to Argentina. The area of their greatest diversity is in
South Central Mexico. Two species grow as wild-
flowers in the U.S., 7. micanthra and 7. lemmoni,
but neither has been used in ornamental horticulture.

Three species have been used since the dawn of
civilization as garden flowers, to decorate burial
grounds and, later, churches:

T. erecta — occasionally called the "African
Marigold" but more recently referred to as the
"American Marigold."

7. patula — commonly called the "French Marigold"
(despite its American origin).

7. tenuifolia — the "Signet Marigold," often listed in
correctly as 7. signata pumila.

A fourth species, 7. filifolia, or "Irish Lace," one of
the scented marigolds, was recently promoted for its
globe-shaped plants with fernlike foliage rather than
blossoms.

Economic, Medicinal
And Pest-Repellent Properties

It is no wonder that all manner of marvelous proper
ties are ascribed to marigolds. Virtually every species
has a long history of use in Latin American medicines,
food and beverage preparation, dyeing, and pest con
trol. Records of the cultivation and extensive use of
marigolds by Indian tribes of Mexico and Central
America extend back before the time of the Con

quistadors. Unfortunately, many of the proven values of
Mexican, Central or South American wild species have
been picked up as legends and attached to the 4
cultivated species.

Marigolds do not repel rabbits, other rodents or
deer, but certain species have been shown to repel
some species of nematodes. For example, 7. patula
and 7. erecfa have been used commercially for this pur
pose as a solid ground cover among rows of tea plants.


