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I.S.F.A. DELEGATION ATTENDS

CONGRESSIONAL RECEPTION

IN NATION'S CAPITOL

The annual SAF Congressional Reception was held
in Washington, D.C. on March 23. This event is de
signed to be much more than a cocktail party. SAF ar
ranges for participants to have private appointments
with their senators and repesentatives earlier in the day.
As such, the appointments and the reception are
golden opportunities for industry members to make
contact with their legislators on a 1 -to-1 basis and to
voice their concerns about and commitment to the floral

industry. It also demonstrates the industry's interest in
the legislative process.

Although the reception is sponsored by SAF, it is
for the benefit of the entire industry. The 1982 Con
gressional Reception was apparently a notable suc
cess, as was the one held the previous year. These af
fairs have been characterized as one of the best ways
possible to increase awareness of the floral industry on
Capitol Hill and to bring floriculture in closer view of
Congress.

An I.S.F.A. delegation of 13 officers and directors,
plus several spouses, flew to Washington on March 23
to be present for the Congressional Reception. During
the afternoon, they had the opportunity of meeting with
Senator Alan Dixon and with several of Senator Charles

I.S.F.A. officers & directors meeting in the office of U.S.
Representative Dan Crane were (I. to r.): Herman C. Ihle, Exec.-Dir.
Dan Irons, William H. Rogers, Vice-Pres. Avada Leaf, Rep. Crane,
Pres. Mary Noble Williams, Daniel Whitehurst, & Judi Borah.

The full delegation met with U.S. Senator Alan Dixon in his
Washington office. Front row (I. to r.): William Rogers, Dan Irons,
Sen. Dixon, & Roy Houff.

Percy's aides. Members of the delegation also made
calls on their various district representatives, which
most of those involved found to be particularly worth
while. Many industry problems were discussed, such
as flower imports, air-freight rate increases, the energy
situation, and taxation.

(concluded on page 2)

OUR SPRING CONFERENCES

ARE GETTING BIGGER AND BIGGER

—AND BETTER AND BETTER!

Did the 2,400+ persons who attended the
I.S.F.A.'s "Spring Roundup" Conference in Decatur,
March 12-14, like what they heard, saw and ex
perienced?

Maybe the following unsolicited testimonial from
one of our members typifies the reaction of most at
tendees:

Greetings!
Just wanted to drop a note to tell you how much I enjoyed the

Spring Conference. The programs on Saturday and Sunday were just
great! I liked how you set up the programs and the trade fair was the
best in years. I came back with many good ideas and that's the name
of the game.

Thanks again.

Ron Kelih

Betty & Bob's Flowers & Gifts
Granite City, IL

(continued on page 2)
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Daughter: "Ifyou really love me, you'll pull some
wires so I can graduate."

Father: "How about the telephone, the car ignition

Visitinga sick florist at the hospital, Bill remarked:
'Boy, you sure got a pretty nurse."

Patient: "Gosh, I hadn't noticed."
Bill: "Golly, you really are sick!"

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Illinois State Florists' Association

March 31. 1982

CURRENT/RESERVE FUND

Interest Bearing Checking Account Balance ..
Certificate of Deposit due 10/1/82 (13.493S)
Certificate of Deposit due 8/19/82 (14.16055)
Honey Market Fund Deposit:

Deposit $10,000.00
Interest Credited 1.553.00

RESEARCH FUND

Interest Bearing Checking Account Balance ..
Certificate of Deposit due 8/19/82 (14.16X)

TOTAL (3/31/82)

$ 1,245.41
30,000.00
10,000.00

11.553.00

$ 6,634.08
20.000.00

$52,798.41

$26.634.08

$79.432.49

Submitted March 31, 1982
OLIN A. WETZEL, Treasurer

Congressional Reception
(continued from page 1)

Valuable contacts were also made during the formal
reception which took place the evening of March 23.
Nearly 500 people attended the gathering, held in the
Senate Caucus Room. Florists from over 30 states

were on hand, but the I.S.F.A. had the single largest
delegation. Legislators, their spouses, and other
government agency reps enjoyed food, drink, music,
floral arranging demonstrations, and lavish displays of
flowers/plants. Complimentary flowers were also
available to take along for decorating guests' homes or
offices.

The Illinois ISFA-sponsored delegation killed two
birds with one stone by staying over to attend the well-
known Baltimore Flower Show on March 24. Dan Irons

served as a judge in the competition which awarded
SAF's prize for the exhibit demonstrating the best use
of plants and flowers.

Spring Conference
(continued from page 1)

The Program Committee is to be commended for
an unusually fine array of educational presentations,
design symposia, competitions, social affairs and
receptions, and the renowned Trade Fair. The latter
showed more than 60 companies represented, and oc
cupying over 100 booths in 3 different locations within
the Holiday Inn Resort complex. I.S.F.A. Executive-
Secretary Dan Irons characterizes the Conference as a
"great success." He estimates that more than 500
midwest flower shops and florist establishments were
represented. Dan points out that next year's Con
ference will also be held the second weekend in March
at the Decatur Holiday Inn.

The "Floral Rodeo" design competition on Saturday
afternoon attracted a total of 13 contestants. They
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Sycamore, IL 60178.
As most of our members are aware, there are 3

AAS Trial Grounds in Illinois. One is maintained by Geo.
J. Ball, Inc., West Chicago, with John Holden as
vegetable judge and G. Carl Ball as flower judge.
Another is operated by the Vaughan-Jacklin Corp.,
Downers Grove, with the plantings located at
Kishwaukee College, Malta. The vegetable judge is Lori
Judd and Dennis Reynolds is flower judge. Last but not
least, the University of Illinois' Horticulture Department
maintains extensive trial plantings on campus in Urbana,
with Prof. G.M. Foster as resident flower judge (no
vegetable trials are included). Rare is the state that
rates as many top-notch AAS Trial Grounds as Illinois.

HORTICULTURE IS —

FOOD — FLOWERS — FUN! —

FULFILLMENT

A brochure distributed by the American Society for
Horticultural Science puts into words what some of us
may have difficulty in expressing when it comes to ex
plaining just what Horticulture really is. It says:

Horticulture is both an art as old as the Garden of

Eden and a science as new as tomorrow. It is a hobby
to some and a profession to others. Horticulture deals
with the development, growth, distribution, and utiliza
tion of fruits, vegetables, ornamental plants and turf.
Horticulture enriches our lives with nutritious flavor-

some food and the beauty and utility of decorative
plants. Horticulture is a way of life.

HORTICULTURE IS FOOD — Helping to Feed the
World. 30% of your daily diet. . . . Your favorite chef's
salad. . . . Mom's apple pie. . . . Watermelon, sweet
and flavorful. . . . Onions, olives, or peppers topping
your pizza. . . . Sweet corn to sink your teeth into. . . .

Celery stuffed with peanut butter. . . . Beans al-
mondine. . . . Orange juice to start your day. . . . Pickl
ed beets, onions and cucumbers. . . . Ginger, cloves or
thyme. . . . Champagne or brandy. . . . Potatoes,

baked, French fried, escalloped, mashed or chips . . .
Tomatoes — plump and juicy. . . . Mustard, relish, cat
sup and vinegar. . . . Cherries jubilee.

HORTICULTURE IS FLOWERS — Helping to
Beautify the World. An orchid corsage for the senior
prom. . . . Poinsettias for the holidays. . . . Flower beds
in a city park. . . . Window-boxes filled with red
geraniums. . . . Hawaiian leis made of fragrant plumeria.
. . . Learning Japanese flower arranging. ... A bouquet
of prize-winning roses. . . . Grandma's house plants.
... A formal garden. . . . Tip-toeing through the tulips.

HORTICULTURE IS FUN — Helping to Make Life
more Enjoyable. Landscaping your home. . . . Making
a terrarium or dish garden. ... A boulevard lined with

majestic shade trees. . . . Picking the first red tomato
from your garden. . . . Christmas trees waiting to be
decorated. ... A quiet patio surrounded with growing
plants. . . . The most inviting lawn in town. . . . Winning
a blue ribbon at the county fair for your hubbard squash.
. . . Sitting in the shade of the old apple tree.

HORTICULTURE IS FULFILLMENT — Helping to
Enrich our Lives. Teaching the art and science of grow
ing plants in schools and colleges. . . . Rehabilitating
the handicapped and the retarded with plant therapy.
. . . Bringing joy and satisfaction to the elderly. ... In
troducing people to a rewarding hobby. . . . Producing
fruits and vegetables to feed the world, and ornamental
plants to improve our environment. . . . Becoming a fruit
or vegetable grower, a nurseryman, a florist, a farm and
garden supplier, a landscaper, a plant inspector, or an
arborist.

Developing new crops and better methods for
growing, storing and marketing. . . . Researching ways
to make plants healthier and more resistant to diseases
and insects. . . . Becoming a scientist or technologist.
. . . Helping producers of horticultural crops to grow
and harvest them more effectively, and helping con
sumers to select and care for them. . . . Creating floral
arrangements, operating a florist shop or garden
center, designing landscapes, or managing an ar
boretum.

Yes, Horticulture truly does encompass food,
flowers, fun, fulfillment — and much more. Those of us
working in a horticultural profession should take pride in
it and help spread the word to the uninitiated that Hor
ticulture really is a way of life!

Did you give the new seed-produced 'Explorer' potato a "try" this
spring, along with your other vegetable transplant offerings? If not,
you may have missed a good bet. Developed by Pan-American Seed
Co., this item is as easy to grow & transplant as tomatoes & peppers,
& should be set into the garden about the same time. Garden-fresh
spuds can be dug from the hills 90-120 days after planting. (See
I.S.F.A. Bui. No. 399 for complete story on the 'Explorer' potato.)

A man of words, and not of deeds, is like a garden

full of weeds.
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THE MARVELOUS MARIGOLDS

Part II

Day-Length Response
All marigolds will bloom rapidly under long night

conditions. In fact, some of the new dwarf 7. erecta
hybrids are being grown for sale as winter pot plants
because they will set large blossoms while the plants
are quite short. And in mild winter areas, dwarf
marigolds are often planted right after Christmas for
very early spring bloom.

But this very trait makes old fashioned tallmarigolds
slow to bloom during mid-summer when the nights are
short. Fortunately, certain breeding lines of 7. erecta
have been developed that respond only moderately to
changes in day length so that they will bloom early and
not sulk during the dog days of summer.

If seedlings of American marigolds sown after
March 15 are given 2 weeks of 9-hour days immediate
ly after germination, they will bloom much earlier and at
a shorter height. You can control the length of days by
covering the seedling flats with black cloth in late after
noon.

7. patula varieties generally bloom within 5 to 7
weeks when spring planted. The combination of long
days and high temperatures, especially across the
southern half of the country, can cause a temporary halt
in blooming. Many Southern gardeners work around this
by planting a second crop of marigolds in late July or
August.

The problems with "blanking" (going out of bloom
during long hot days) are being overcome with free-
blooming hybrids and with control of the minute insects
that sometimes attack and injure marigold buds during
hot weather.

Marigold Odor
Some people object to the heavy odor of marigold

foliage which is produced from glandular hairs on the
undersides of leaves and from petals. Others like it. As
yet, the odorless feature has been bred into only a
limited number of varieties. These do not have the

typical marigold odor and are not offensive to sensitive
noses. When additional odorless varieties are available,
it is expected that marigolds will grow in importance as a
cut flower for commercial growers and flower ar-
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rangers. Oddly, the odorless 7. patula mutants men
tioned in 18th century literature seem to have disap
peared.

Hybrids vs. "Open-Pollinated" Marigolds
Seeds of open-pollinated marigolds are con

siderably less expensive than hybrids and produce
flowers that are satisfactory for many garden situations.
Cost-conscious gardeners are willing to forego the ad
vantages of hybrids in order to achieve great spreads of
color at minimum expense. At least for the foreseeable
future, large flowered, open pollinated 7. erecta color
mixtures and straight colors will maintain their populari
ty, as will the open pollinated odorless varieties.

Most recently introduced large flowered 7. erecta
varieties are hybrids made by controlled crosses. With
large-flowered marigolds, significant improvements in
earliness, blossom and plant uniformity can be achieved
by crossing parents with predictable genetic traits.
Hybrid marigolds offer advantages in vigor and uniformi
ty which cannot be achieved in open-pollinated types.

Standard varieties of 7. patula, on the other hand,
are all open-pollinated — grown in the field and insect or
wind pollinated. Such fields are "rogued" several times
during the growing season to remove plants that vary
from the standard "type" in foliage, plant, or blossom
size. Varieties of 7. patula have been trued-up for so
many years that they are extremely uniform. However,
the degree of uniformity depends on how conscientious
the seedsman is in his stock seed production and field
rogueing. Quality-conscious seed marketers watch the
marigold trials carefully each year and purchase 7.
patula varieties only from the producers who maintain
high standards.

There is no open-pollinated equivalent of the
triploid hybrids; they are unique!

How To Grow Marigolds In Home Gardens
Concerning when to plant, marigolds prefer full sun

and warm weather. Spring planting outdoors should be
delayed until the soil is warm and all frost danger is past.
7. patula varieties can be planted as late as midsummer
over most of the U.S., but the slower maturing 7. erecta
varieties should always be spring planted, except
where seasons are quite long. Seeds of the new low
growing 7. erecta hybrids can be started in early Oct.
and grown in greenhouses or sunny hot beds for
Christmas gift plants in 5- or 6-inch pots.

Marigold seeds are large, easy to handle, and
sprout reliably in warm, moist soil. They germinate best
at 68° to 86 °F. Seeds of 7. patula and 7. erecta are
large and average 9,000 per oz. Seeds of 7. tenulfolia
average 35,000 per oz.

Under laboratory conditions, marigold seeds re
quire light for full germination which — translated to
garden requirements — means that shallow-planted
seeds will sprout best. In garden practice, covering
seeds with XA inch or less of loose soil, sand or ver-
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miculite works best. Deeper planting may result in some
seeds rotting.

Beginners can have excellent success with starting
marigold seeds directly in the garden. A good pro
cedure is to dig a furrow about 2 inches deep with the
corner of a garden hoe. Fill the furrow slowly with a
trickling hose to soak the soil to a depth of a foot or
more. Scatter seeds !4 to 1 inch apart in the furrow and
cover with a sprinkling of dry soil or sand — just deep

enough to hide the seeds.
Water with a very fine, mist-like spray morning and

night for 10 to 14 days. After sprouts appear, watering

can be less frequent and more generous. In areas sub
ject to thunderstorms, open both ends of the seedling
furrow so that water won't pond.

Old hands at gardening often prefer to sprout
marigold seeds in small, well-drained boxes, pots, or
pans filled to a depth of about 3 inches with potting soil.
They water the container, cover it with clear plastic, and
set it on a warm, sunny porch or patio. The plastic must

be removed as soon as the first green shoots appear; if
the plastic is left in place for even 2 or 3 days after
sprouting, seedling plants will grow tall and spindly.

Marigold seedlings don't mind being moved when
small, at about the 6-leaf stage (roughly 1 -inch height)
before buds or blossoms form. Large 7. patula plants
can be moved with little shock if you first dig a planting
hole, soak it with water, and then transfer individual

plants with rootballs at least the size of baseballs.

7. erecta plants resent being moved after they com
mence blooming and may be stunted or set back
severely. It may seem cruel, but a proven technique for
reducing planting shock consists of shearing off all the
blossoms and half the foliage. Spare the central grow
ing bud. Sheared plants lose less water through their
leaves (transpiration), and will resume growth within 10
to 14 days when new feeder roots have formed. Again,
move plants with a large rootball. Don't dawdle; roots
will dry out if you dig the plant before you have the
planting hole ready.

Transplants always "take" best if you wait until the
cool of evening to set them in the garden. Always soak
the bed immediately after transplanting and, depending
on the weather, irrigate lightly on a daily basis for a
week thereafter.

Marigold plants in full bloom are no bargain, except
those grown in large pots. Fully grown plants are always
shocked by transplanting to the garden and often sulk
after a relatively short bloom period. Look for plants that
have not yet bloomed or which are just forming buds
and flowers. These prime young plants are growing
vigorously; moving them to the garden affects their
growth little, if any. Avoid seedlings that have been ex
posed to so much cold that they have turned purple.

You will find little difference in the cost of plants of
open-pollinated 7. erecta varieties and hybrids, so opt
for the hybrids when you have a choice.

When setting seedlings in the garden, first prepare

The taller varieties of American marigolds should be
staked so that high winds won't topple the blossom-
laden plants.

planting holes, then invert the pot or plastic pack, knock
out and set in the seedlings one by one. Many schools
of thought exist on transplanting techniques, but com
mercial landscapers who transplant thousands of
marigolds each year agree that the less the rootball is
disturbed, the better. The top of the rootball should be

level with or a little below the surface of the surrounding
soil after firming down the garden soil lightly around the
roots. Water thoroughly immediately after transplanting
and frequently thereafter until the plants adjust to their

new surroundings.
Marigolds grow so easily and at such little cost from

seeds that they are the logical choice for large beds.
However, for small plantings requiring only a few seed
lings, plants may prove a better buy, but your choice of
varieties will be limited. In mid-summer the choice of

plant varieties is very sparse, so consider seeds of 7.
patula varieties; they grow and bloom very fast in the
warm soil.

How To Grow Marigolds for
Nematode Control In Home Gardens

Nematodes are minute, soil-dwelling organisms that
burrow into plant roots and cause knots that impede the
uptake of water and nutrients. Infested plants grow
poorly or die.

Research has shown that certain of the stronger-
smelling varieties of "French" marigolds are effective in
the temporary control of certain species of Southern
Rootknot Nematode. Satisfactory control was obtained
by planting the garden area solidly to marigolds and
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turning them under after they had obtained full growth.
No benefithas been shown to result from the planting of
occasional plants of marigolds among other garden
plants.

Home gardeners should not use this research as a
basis of speculation about the effectiveness of
marigolds against other species of nematodes or in
sects, but should await the publication of additional
papers from universities.

(to be concluded In our next issue)

SALES SOFTEN FOR SOME IN '81,
BUT STRONG SEASON EXPECTED

IN '82

AlviO. Voigt
Agricultural Economist

The Pennsylvania State Univ., University Park

The following bedding plant analysis of the 1981
season and 1982 intentions is the result of Bedding
Plants, Inc. members' responses to BPI's 12th con
secutive annual survey of marketing conditions. The in
dustry is indebted to survey respondents; however,
caution is suggested in that respondents' experiences
may not be representative of either the bedding plant in
dustry or of BPI members.

One respondent (of 216) replied to the question,
"Is there anything you'd like to comment on, about the
1981 season?" as follows: "Most wholesale growers
have had a difficult spring in selling (they may not admit
to this). Reason I feel is weather and more new growers
getting into the act of bedding plant production, in par
ticular the production of vegetable plants."

The above response provides some idea of reasons
for '82 season sales' softness, i.e., wholesaling is more
competitive (than retailing). Constantly, there have
been more new entrants in the business and vegetable
plant sales don't have the same market expansiveness
as flowering bedding plants. Of all the dozen annual
surveys, 1981 registered the 2nd (to 1978) weakest
sales year... as "only" 3 of every 4 BPI'ers recorded
better sales than the previous year, while 1 of every 6
had same sales, and 1 of 12 had worse sales in 1981
than 1980.

What About 1982?

Before anyone sounds the death knell for bedding
plant prospects in 1982, let's hasten to add another tid
bit from the '81 survey. Production intentions are for a
bullish 14% anticipated net increase for the 1982
market.

This 14% increase is the 2nd largest on record —
2nd only to a 14.7% intentions for the 1978 season.
Historical production projections have averaged
11.36% per year, so 1982's anticipated 14% does
suggest continuation of market growth and market

strength. Noticed anything? The weakest (actually less
better) sales year was 1978, and also 1978 was
touted as the year for the biggest production intentions
of 14.7%. We'd suggest the two are related, and the
scenario is apt to be repeated in 1982. At least, caution
should be exercised in '82, especially where market
weaknesses existed in '82 . . . even though markets in
previous years have absorbed large consecutive annual
sales increases.

'81 Sample a 5X Increase From '70-'81
Almost half of the respondents (112 of 216)

answered the inquiries relating to dollar sales. These
respondents had beginning sales in 1970 (or later if
they started in the BP business after 1970) of
$2,948,000, averaging $26,318 per establishment.
They increased sales by 1981 to $15,475,000,
averaging $138,170 per establishment. The bedding
plant dollar increase was more than 5-fold during the
1970-1981 period! Of course, the BPI survey
respondents, again, are not necessarily representative
of BPI or the bedding plant industry.

A booming business in the blooming and vegetable
bedding plant industry ... but not booming for
everyone.

Price Increases Common—But Price Rise

Is Less

About 17 of 20 BPI'ers (84%) advanced their
prices in 1981, as price-increasing has become more
commonplace in recent years ('79-'80-'81, respective
ly 86%-91%-84%).

Prices advanced 8.5% in 1981, shaded somewhat
from the almost 11 % rise in 1980 and 9.5% price rise
of 1979. Price increases in 1982 will likely be
somewhat less than '81 as "cost-push" influences of
energy and inflation have lessened even though
"demand-pull" effects are continuing. We'd guess,
perhaps, a 6% to 7% price rise for '82.

Impatiens, as usual (for all surveyed years) continue
as the major planned increase item among respondents'
planned increases for the 1982 season. Marigolds con
tinue in 2nd place for the 4th straight year. Begonias
return to the 3rd position for planned increases, after
being dethroned by vegetable plants in 1979 and
1980. Vegetable plants slipped to 4th as, apparently,
BPI'ers feel vegetable gardening will be increasing at a
decreasing rate in 1982. Petunias are 5th and cutting
geraniums are in 6th place. As in the past, the "primary
six" (impatiens, marigolds, begonias, vegetable plants,
petunias and cutting geraniums) continued as the major
increase items since the surveys were conducted (but
with some changes in rankings).

For 1982

Some caution and care may be necessary in 1982,
especially where market weaknesses appeared in
1981, and if the second strongest production inten
tions ever actually materialize for 1982. Our previous


