
Cooperation • In the Flower Industry of Europe 
by Michael Dixon 

~ (continued from Bulletin 120) 

One of the main reasons that auction 
marketing saves money for the Danish and 
Dutch growers is that handling labor is 
cut to an absolute minimum. Once a buyer 
has pressed his button and the purchase is 
recorded, his number goes on the trolley 
of flowers which moves by miniature rail
road back to the standing hall. 

A small group of porters under a floor 
manager remove the produce and place it on 
the buyer's trolley standing on the dis
patch side of the hall. All costs after 
this are borne by the buyer. Export buyers 
often ship the produce immediately, having 
it in major European markets within hours. 

There are over 200 of these Auctions 
in Holland. 

Central grading 

There are central grading and packing 
rooms in the building for fruit, cucumbers, 
tomatoes, and plumosus fern. The grading 
of plumosus is done on a conveyor belt run
ning under an arc of flourescent lights. A 
team of girls grade for color, age and stem 

length. Plumosus is graded in this manner 
at a cost of about 700 stems for a dollar. 
Apple.s -and other fruits may have been 
stored in coolers belonging to the coopera
tive since -individuals may not be able to 
afford proper .storages. The rental is nomi
nal and the fruit is graded and sold when 
the market price is right for the growers. 
He is generally paid according to his 
quality grade from bulk returns. Fruit is 
graded by a team of women, often casual 
labor earning 50¢ per hour (don't forget 
currency) • . Experiments are carried out by 
the cooperative on methods of packing and 
different types of containers. 

Cut flowers are packed and graded by 
the growers at the moment,although they 
are hoping soon to do this at the Auction. 

Cooperative heating 

I would like to give one further 
example of what cooperation can achieve. 
Near the German border in North Holland 
is the town of Emmen. In earlier years 
this was a rather poor community of grow
ers, due mainly to the fact that they 
grew a variety of crops and not enough 
of any to have an auction or attract 
export buyers. 



... 
Forty-eight growers decided to form 

a cooperative and develop a central heat 
ing plant. In Wageningen, a center of 60 
or more institutes for research, the 
Institute of Horticultural Engineering was 
asked to develop the plan. A first meet
ing to estimate costs and derive a plan was 
held on September 13. A government loan of 
approximately 30 per cent was obtained and 
the balance was paid by the growers and 
the municipality. They have 14 years in 
which to repay. 

On January 15, construction was begun 
and after continual day and night work, 
the heating plant was put into operation 
on February 1. To give some idea of the 
magnitude, it has almost 3 miles of piping 
through the ground. Each grower pays for 
the heat he uses according to the readings 
on a heat exchanger. This could not have 
been achieved without cooperation. The 
area now has enough production to have an 
auction market and attract buyers. 

****************** 

Help on TWO COUNTS 

1. We have numerous requests for back 
copies of the Colorado Flower Growers Bulle
tins from libraries around the world. Our 
Exe~utive Secretary also·needs copies of 
Numbers 2, 3, 4, 14, 16, 19, 30, 37, and 
80. Anyone having copies older than Number 
90 which they no longer need should mail 
them to Mrs. Fleischer's Office, 655 Broadway, 
Denver 3. 

2. There are still two or three floricul
ture students looking for summer jobs in the 
Denver or Salt Lake Areas. If you can use 
one, please contact your editor. Thanks!! 
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