 Fast Schedule Chrysanthemums
by Walter F. Larsen and W. D. Holley

There is a growing interest in the

- production of short-stemmed chrysanthemums
in a minimm of time. These shorter
chrysanthemums have quality, fill the re-
quirements for most floral arrangements and
cost considerably less to produce.

Dr. Ken Nelson of Ohio State Univer-
sity has been producing pompons on a fast
schedule for packaging tests. In Ohio
Florists Bul. No. 300 are listed quite a few
varieties of pompons which he has found
satisfactory. The plants are spaced 6 x 8
inches, given one week of short nights and
pinched when the long nights are started. .
In this schedule, 1ll-week varieties require
about 85 to 90 days.

Yoder Bros. have also made trials with
different varieties, testing similar.fast
schedules. The chrysanthemum plants used
in these studies were donated by Yoder Bros.
of Barberton, Ohio.

T Short Nights

To investlgate the potential of this
method of chrysanthemum growing in Colorado,
50 rooted cuttings each of 9 varieties of
standards were benched October 4, and
lighted for 7 nights. The plants were
pinched October 11 and the lights shut off.
These plants were not pruned following
pinching, which resulted in considersble
trash in addition to the saleable flowers
listed in the accompanying table.

Variety Flw. period Fls.per Mean
' sq.ft. length
Giant Betsy

Ross 12/13 te 12/23] 15.1 | 10.2
Ansconda same 16.6 | 12.8
Orchid Queen [I12/16 to 12/23] 9.6 | 14.5
Yellow Queen [12/18 to 12/23] 9.1 | 14.1
Ind. Yellow [12/16 to 12/23] 10.7 | 13.3
Ind. Bronze same 11.7 | 12.0
Momumerrs 12/18 to 12/30| 13.5 | 1k.7
Yellow Pocket |12/20 to 1/3 | 10.4 | 17.2
Jean Elizabeth same 8.6 1 17.3

Of these varieties, Betsy Ross and
Yellow Pocket were soft and Anaconda
probably lacks the substance requlred of
varieties for this schedule. The
Indianapolis varieties produced fine
flowers, slightly smaller than the other
varieties, but with fine substance.
Yellow and Orchid Queen and Monument were
highly satisfactory. Jean Elizabeth was
also fine quality but about a week later
in flowering, hence taller. Another week
of lighting should have given this crop
average stems of 18 inches which would be
adequate for many uses.

No Short Nights

A similar planting was made October
12, to which no short nights were given.
The rooted cuttings were planted, pinched
and received normal long nights from the

. start. These began flowering December 20,




but were not completely cut off until
after mid-Janusry. Some plants flowered
early on short stems while the latest
blooms were on stems up to 24 inches long.
Apparently uneven initiation of flower
buds caused this ragged flowering.

Our present and some of our future
plantings with other varieties should
give us the number of vegetative days
necessary to give the required minimum
stem length in Colorado.

Interested persons can have their
name placed on the malling list to receive
information on floricultural economics by
completing the following form and sending
it to

M. Trumen Fossum

Merketing Research Division
Agricultural Marketing Service
U. S. Department of Agriculture
Washington 25, D. C. .

Please place my name on your mailing list
for publications or notice of publications
pertaining to marketing research and other
economic information of interest to florists,

‘ nﬁ;émmen, and relsted businesses.

Name

Street and
Number or

‘R.F.D.

Post Office

State

Neme of Firm, Organization, or
Institution:
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