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Experiments were conducted to measure effects of 
storage and preservative solutions on the useful life 
of cut gypsophila . Flowers were held in aater or 
preservative at 40° F for 1, 2, and 3 weeks. After 
storage the flowers were evaluated in a 74° F keeping 
room in either water or . preservative solution. 
Flowers held in preservative at room temperature . 
were superior to those held in water. Flowers stored 
dry for 1 or 2 weeks at 32° F lost weight and wilted. 
These flowers did not rehydrate when placed in water 
or preservative but deteriorated rapidly. 

Flowers held in water or preservative at 40° F for 4 
days or 1 week were turgid and showed no signs of 
deterioration when taken from storage. Flowers held 
in preservative during storage and at room 
temperature were similar in quality to freshly 
harvested flowers held in preservative. These flowers 
were still in good condition after 7 days at room 
temperature. 
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Flowers held in water or preservative during 40° F 
storage for 1, 2, or 3 weeks increased in fresh weight 
and were of acceptable quality following storage. 
Flowers held in water during storage and room 
temperature deteriorated rapidly. Maintenance of 
quality and fresh weight was best when gypsophila 
flowers were held in preservative during and after the 
storage period. 

Gypsophila cut flowers are damaged seriously by 
excess water loss. Dry cold storage caused serious 
dessication. This may explain why flowers shipped 
l:iry for an extended time wilt and deterioraterapidly. 
Some of this deterioration can be overcome by using 
the preservative HQC and sugar. Using this preser
vative solution during storage and shipment would 
aid the grower to deliver turgid cut gypsophila to the 
wholesale or retail florist. The preservative solution 
used in these experiments was 200 ppm 8-HQC plus 
2% ordinary sugar. 
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