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Successful launch - that describes t h e r eact ion to the revised 
Penn State Geranium manual . Two meetings i~ November brought together 
geranium growers from various areas of Pennsylva n ia a s well as a number 
of other states - including Canada. The Wes t ern Pennsylvania meeting 
drew a crowd of 106 and the King of Prussia meeting hit 212 attendance 
figure. 

At both meetings over half of those i~ atten dance stayed on until 
the twelve hour geranium school adjourned at 9:00 PM. The growers' 
planning committee carne up with an excellen t pro gram . Penn State 
recommendations from the various staff membe rs received a secon ding 
motion from the various growers who reported o~ how they used these 
recommendations. 

A pricing survey conducted by Professor Alvi Voigt, Penn State 
Extension Economist, brought out several Lteres ting facts. Wholesale 
value of the 4" geranium at both schools - a veraged out to 55 . 2 c ents . 
A complete break::lown on the geranium pric e survey wil l appear in Flower 
Marketing Newsletter edited by Alvi Voigt . 

Several items of i nterst by the speakers: 

1. Culture indexed cuttings are a mus t , if the geranium crop 
is to be treated as a profit item. Fast cropping with an unrooted 
geranium cutting to a finished 4 " in six weeks can only be don e us1ng 
culture - indexed cuttings. 

2. Trace elements should be added for added insurance because 
of the loose soil mix now being used by the g:cowers . The lighter 
mixes mean more watering hence the possibility of trace element 
deficiencies in six to eight weeks . 

3. Fast cropping (6 to 8 weeks) mean s high quality at lower costs. 
As Dr. Mastalerz put it so aptly - "Fast cropping means less time for 
you to get into trouble!" 
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4. Plants grown at 80° or over may show a bleaching effect on 
the upper leaves. The reason, the chlorophyll is washed out of the 
foliage. This means growing temperatures under 80° are suggested. 

The 1971 revised Penn State Geran1um manual is available from 
Dr . J. W. Mastalerz, Horticultural Department, Tyson Building , University 
Park1 Penna. 16802. 

EASTER LILY COST OF PRODUCTION SURVEY 

Professor B. Wayne Kelly will be cooperating on a cost of production 
survey with a limited number of Easter Lily producers in this area. 
Aim of the study is to come up with some fairly accurate figures similar 
to the previous surveys conducted on carnations and geraniums . 

If we don't contact you and you are interested in cooperating, we'd 
be glad to include you in the study. As with surveys of this type, all 
information is confidential and your figures will be added to the overall 
total. Cooperating growers will receive a percent break- down of their 
own figures compared with the group averages. Drop me a line or call 
me at my office if you are interested. 

POINSETTIAS AND BORON DEFICIENCY 

Dr . J. w. White, Floricultural Researcher at Penn State, passed 
along some recent findings concerning poinsettias and boron deficiency. 
Leaf samples from poinsettia growers had yellow margins, curling of 
terminal leaves and root systems with short stubby roots, sometimes 
black on the end. 

Normal foliar analysis for poinsettia leaves is 30 to 300 ppm 
for boron . The problem p l ants had only 20 ppm boron. The variety was 
Annette Hegg. 

More dolomitic limestone should have been added, prior to planting
according to Dr. White . He also suggests calcium nitrate and magnesium 
sulfate be used alternately every other irrigation to avoid precipitation 
of calcium sulfate. 

The reason for the boron deficiency, as Dr. White sees it, is 
that growers are using less soil in the growing media for potted plants. 
The lighter mi xes such as a 1 - 1-1 (soil, peat and perlite) thus 
increasing the risk of trace element deficiencies. 

The recommendation is to make one application of borax at the rate 
of 1 12 ounce per 100 gallons of water. The most surprising thing about 
the boron deficiency is that it showed up within "six weeks after 
transplanting. Perhaps other potted plant crops grown in these potting 
mixes with less soil may have the same problem - low boron. 


