"Bulletin 9 | Sy Secretary, Ray App, LL3L Lowell Bivd. o July; 1950 |

Denver, Colorado

MUICHII\G STUDIES ON CARNATIONS 19h9 - 50
: By W. D. Holley

Eight mulching materials were used on the carnation varieties, Pink Patrician
—-and Donna lee, durlng the 1949-50 cropping season.’ No mulch was applied to one
plot in the series of nine to check the value of mulching. The nine treatments
were repeated three times in a randomized arrangement, making 27 plots in all.

Three rows of. each varlety were planted across each plot to accompllsh a
split-plot design. "In this way the production is more e351ly kept ‘separate, and
one variety serves as a .check upon the other. ;

Plants were benched June. 18 and the cut began in late October. The last cut
included in the records is for June 15, 1950. The mulches were applied to a thick~
ness of approximately one inch three weeks after benching except for corn cobs and
beet pulp.  These were applied'in early October. .

Mulches used were Michlgan peat, mixed hay, leaf-mold, straw, well-rotted
manure, sugar beet pulp, finely ground corn cobs and pine shav1ngs.

: All blooms, except splits, were cleaned of side shoots and welghed individually.
The weights do not correspond exactly with commercial grades now in use, but they
are an excellent indicator of quallty Almost without exception, the heavier the
bloom, the more quallty there is to it. Cutting and cleaning was done as uniformly

"as possible.

The percentage of splits on all carnations grown at Colorado A & i this past
season was unusually high. We believe a great part of this was due to the erratic
temperatures we were forced to run during October and Novemter. Except for a few
instances, the mulching materials had little, or no influence, on splitting.




' accompanying table.
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The effectvof»these mulches upon the quality of the production is shown in>thé'
For ease of analysis, the weights are in ten-gram groupings. .

' The percentage of the total cut in each weight group is the best indicator of the

 effect df the mulching treatment upon quality.

three replications of each treatment.‘

"THE EFFECT OF MULCHES ON QUALITY

Figures given are totals for the .
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