Black Mold Root Rot of Rose | R R AT R

A recent artlcle on thls dlsease

by Dr. Kenneth F. Baker in the Plant
‘Disease Reporter (Aug 15, 1953) is be-.

lieved to be of sufflclent interest to
warrant a review. This diseage was found
to be severe on Red Delight plants pur-
chaged from a nursery in central Cali-
fornia. It occurred also. on Better Times,
Pink Bountiful, and Talisman. All af-
fected varietles were budded on Manetti

TEtOeK. The gourcés -of  indcllun wetre traced
to (&) the field site where the plants

hed been pulled, (b) rejected plants left
in the field; (c) dust from floor of room
where cuttings were "de-eyed", (d) trough
used for sosking cutting wood, and (e)
moss packing used in the field and for
ghipment of plants. The greatest supply
of inoculum potential was obtained from

- the latter source.

Conditions of handling the plants

v‘affer they left the field were largely

responsible for the disease losses in the
greenhouse. The root rot was aggravated
by prolonged storage in wet moss and by
continued. excessive watering after set-

ting the plants in greenhouae beds. Wh@n

 these plants were later grown on the-

dry gide satlsfactory commerCLal rew,"

" covery resulted. In situations involwing

similar eircumsbarices this. salvag@ metfuﬁ 
was recommended for trial. (P

The. fungus grows: Lommonly in nue
sery soils where susceptible plants heve
been grovn, but it usually becomes evi»
dent only thder unususl- cdnditions of -
handling, particularly of dqrmant_parts.
It is & "low-grade" parssite which isg un-
able to attack actively growing tissue.
"The pathogenic capscity .of the fungus .
appears to have been overrated by growers
and investigators."

An sttempt was made to eliminate
the pathogen on infected stock by heat

‘therapy, but because of the high thermal

tolerance of the orgenism and the low
tolerance of ‘the rose plants, this was

not possible. Satisfactory control ap-
peared to be possible in greenhouses by
careful manipulation of cultural practices.




