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tee was appointed to investigate.

Iris grading was presented by Paul
Newman, and his suggested grades were adopt
ed (see page 5).

Nomenclature for all CSW grades is to
be changed to that recently adopted for
chrysanthemums. The grading of standard
chrysanthemums by diameter as used by Yoder
Brothers was adopted.

The summer meeting will be held at
Farmlngdale, Long Island, N. Y7,' Jul"y~~l9
and 20? T"Ee committee for arrangements
consists of Messrs. Dauernheim, Bertanzel,
Maier, Post and Wedell.

Labeling of flowers for wholesale ship
ment was discussed and referred to the commit

tee on coordination of resources.
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Welcome New Members
ACTIVE

New York

Peter Roemer, Peter Roemer, Inc., 331 East
233rd St., New York 66, N. Y.

ASSOCIATE

California
Henry Shinoda, Contra Costa Nursery, 13909 E.

14th St., San Leandro

Connecticut

Elliot S. Whittemore, Whittemore's Green
houses, 87 Farrows St., Putnam

Massachusetts

Fred L. Wright, Jr., 384 E. Center St.,
W. Bridgewater

Michigan
Edwin H. Adams, Chesaning Floral Co., 526
Brady St., Chesaning

New York

Daniel S. George, Harris Seeds, 1519 Clinton
St., Buffalo 6

Emil Oberle, 2421 No. Jerusalem Rd., East
Meadow, L. I.

Mrs. Bess L. Shippy, Edgewood Gardens, 536
Willow St., Lockport

Pennsylvania
Lawrence Ekey, c/o Emil Ekey, Florist, Warren
Vosters Nurseries and Greenhouses, South and

Franklin, Secane
West Grove Greenhouses, West Grove

Canada

George Cutbush, West Shore Road, Owen Sound,
Ontario
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Botrytis Bud Rot of Carnations

A. W. Dimock
Department of Plant Pathology

Within the past two months a number of
specimens of bud rot of carnations have been
called to our attention. Most of these have
been caused by a fungus known as Botrytis
cinerea. This type of bud rot is recognized
by the fact that it starts on some of the
outer petals and works inward to the center
of the bud. The outer petals become brown
and dry and on the surface a powdery greyish
mass of spores of the fungus "is often evident.
The inner petals also become brown but may re
main moist for a long time. Botrytis bud rot
is differentiated from the common Fusarium bud
rot by'the fact that the Fusarium disease
starts within the bud and later grows to the
outer petals, the Fusarium spores being carried
into the buds by grass mites.

Spores of the Botrytis fungus, in con
trast to those of Fusarium, are readily car
ried by air currents. Furthermore, since the
fungus commonly develops and sporulates on
most any decaying vegetable matter, the spores
are apt to be present in the air in most any
greenhouse a good deal of the time. One may
wonder, then, why Botrytis bud rot is not even
more common and destructive. Fortunately, the
fungus is not an aggressive parasite and
appears to require the presence of moisture
on the petals for some time before germination
and infection can occur. Nearly all cases of
this disease can be found to be correlated
with drips from the roof, careless splashing
during watering operations, or poor ventilat
ing practices which favor condensation and
retention of water on the petals.
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A spray program is neither necessary nor
desirable f0/ controlling Botrytis bud rot,
since it can usually be eliminated by removing
the factors which favor it. Sanitation is
obviously important as a means of reducing the
spore population in the atmosphere. Buds show
ing signs of the disease should be removed from
the greenhouse as soon as detected. Dead leaves
and other plant parts should never be allowed
to accumulate on the benches, in the aisles,
or elsewhere in the greenhouse. Leaks in the
roof should not be left unrepaired and drip
grooves in the .sash bars should be kept clean
ed out so that they will function properly.
Splashing of water should never be permitted.

A very Important control measure lies In
the proper regulation of heat and ventilation.
Usually It is advisable to maintain a slight
crack of air most of the time, using additional
heat in the pipes to keep the temperature up.
Closing the houses tightly and allowing rather
sharp temperature drops are sure to raise the
relative humidity, cause condensation, and
provide an open invitation to Botrytis bud rot.
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Your editor,


