
ERIOPHYID MITE ON AZALEA
Jay S. Koths

Extension Floriculturist

For several years, a spotty, gradual, sometimes
nearly lethal decline affected an azalea crop in
Connecticut. Young leaves were russetted, some
times becoming tan and dying back from the tips.
Terminal growth sometimes died back completely.
Pathologists looked for leaf and root disease.
Physiologists analyzed the soil and set up nutri
tion experiments since the symptoms were similar
to some trace element deficiencies (figure 1). No
insects were found.

Figure 1. Abnormal terminal growth on azalea
caused by Eriophyid mites.
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Hemigraphis sp.—Waffle Plant
Hydocyrta sp.—Goldfish Plant
Impatiens sp.
Ipomaea batatas—Sweet Potato, Ipomaea
purpura--Morning Glory, new dwarf
varieties

Ire sine sp.—Bloodleaf

Lamium sp.—Silver nettle
Lantana delicatissima, L. monteoidensis
Lathyrus odoratus—Sweet Pea, dwarf types
Layia sp.—Tidy Tips
Lobelia—Cascade varieties

Lobularia maritima—Sweet Alyssum
Lotus berthelotii—Flying Pea
Manettia bicolor—Firecracker Plant

Maranta bicolor—Prayer Plant
Mesembryanthemum sp.—Ice Plant
Mentha spp.—Mint
Muehlenbackia sp.—Wire Vine Plant
Nasturtium sp. —dwarf type
Nierembergia sp.
Ocinum basilicum—Basil

Oplismenus compositus—Basket Grass
Orchids, many varieties
Othonna crassifolia—Little Pickles

Oxalis sp. —Bermuda Buttercup, Shamrock
Passiflora sp.—Passion Flower
Pelargonium peltatum—Ivy Geranium
Pelliomia pulchra—Trailing Watermelon
Begonia; P. daveauar
Peperomia sp.

Petroselinum crispum—Parsley
Petunia sp„

Philodendron oxycardium—common philodendron
Phlox sp.
Pilea cadierei—Aluminum Plant

Pilea microphylla—Artillery Plant
Plectranthus sp.—Swedish Ivy
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V Allium sp.—Chives
AB Antirrhinum majus—Snapdragon—dwarf types

as Floral Carpet
AB Begonias—a wide assortment including Riegers

(Aphrodite series)
B Begonias—tuberous type, B. foliosa; Angel

wing types, trailing types
FY Bromeliads—many species
AB Browallia sp.
B Campanula isophylla—Italian Bellflower
FY Ceropegia sp.—Rosary Vine

FY Chlorophytum sp.—Spider Plant
V Cucurbita sp.—Squash, dwarf nonvining types
FY Cissus rhombifolia—Grape Ivy; C. antarctica—

Kangaroo vine; C. discolor—Rex Begonia Vine
FY Coleus blume—a wide assortment

BY Columnea sp.—a wide assortment
FY Crassula sp.
V Cucumis sativus—cucumber, dwarf nonvining

types

B Cuphrea ignea—Cigarette Plant
BY Cyanotis sp.—Pussy ears
B Cymbalaria sp.—Toad Flax, Basket-ivy,

Kenilworth Ivy
AB Dianthus hybrida—Dianthus; D. gracilis; D.

procumbens—Dark Eyes, Lena, Swingtime
and South Gate

BY Dipladenia sp.—Mexican Love-Vine
BY Episcia sp.
FY Ferns—many assorted varieties

FY Ficus sp.—Creeping Fig
FY Fittonia sp.
V Fragaria vesca—Strawberries
BF Fuchsia sp.
FY Gynura sp.—Velvet Plant
FY Hedera sp.—English Ivy, a wide assortment
B Heliotrope sp.—dwarf types
FY Helxine sp.—Baby Tears
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The grower mentioned this to an out-of-state
friend who had a suggestion; look for Eriophyid

mites.

We looked. They were there. These tiny mites
are related to those that cause russetting on citrus
and were causing the damage on the young leaves
(figure 2). They were not numerous and not
ordinarily visible to the naked eye.

After Kelthane provided control, the azaleas
recommenced normal growth.

Figure 2. Tan abraided areas on azalea leaves
resulting from Eriophyid mite feeding.


