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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

January 19,20,21
January 28

December 1970

March, 22, thirty-five eager students will
be ready for assignments in the industry.
If you are interested in having one of
the students work in your business and if
you are willing to assist in directing
their training program, please send a re
quest to Everett R. Emino, Coordinator,
Commercial Floriculture Program, Depart
ment of Horticulture, Michigan State
University, East Lansing, Mich. U8823.
Many of the students are interested in
working in the greenhouse phase of the
industry.

Everett Emino

February 2

February h

February 21,22,23

"Florist Days
Western Michigan Bedd

ing Plant Program,
''Community Center,

Grand Haven, Michigan
Chrysanthemum School,

Coy Kendall Greenhouse,
Belleville, Michigan

M.S.F.A. Retail Manage
ment Workshop /A,
Arcade Florist, Flint,
Michigan

Michigan State Florist
Association Annual

Meeting, Statler
Hilton, Detroit

STUDENT TRAINING PROGRAM

The commercial floriculture program
at MSU includes a six month training
period for students to gain experience in
the floriculture industry. Starting

FORCING OF EASTER LILIES

Unlike last years crop the Ace and
Nellie White lilies from Oregon and Calif

ornia are showing little or no signs of
dormancy (lack of emergence). Thus, the
crop should force with little difficulty. .
Since Easter, falls on April 11, 1971, it
is very important to carefully regulate
the greenhouse phase of your lily crop.
It is essential that the leaf counting

technique be employed.

The leaf counting technique has as
its basis the fact that the low temperature
treatment establishes a fixed number of

leaves per plant. This basic number can
be determined by each forcer in his own
greenhouse. By regulating the rate .t
which the leaves unfold, the forcer can

schedule his crop to show visible buds
at a specific date before Easter thereby
insuring a timed crop. This target date

for the 1971 Easter is March 1st. This
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FORCING OF EASTER LILIES (con't)

is 35 days prior to the date of flowering.
Forcers should use this date to establish

their leaf unfolding rate.

The basic procedure to be used is
as follows :

Step 1 In the week of January 25, deter
mine the number of leaves in your
crop.

Step 2 Select and mark a few representa
tive plants and determine the
number of leaves which have already
unfolded.

Step 3 Subtract the number unfolded from
the total number of leaves (1-2).

Step h Determine the number of days re
maining to March 1st.

Step 5 Divide the number of leaves re
maining to be unfolded (3) by the
number of days to March 1st (U).
This will give the basic unfolding
rate needed.

Step 6 At -weekly intervals determine, the
actual rate of unfolding and re
peat steps 2 to 5-

If there is need for assistance contact

your local extension agent.

A.A. De Hertogh

M.S.U. FLORIST DAYS - Jan. 19,20,21 1971

We have somthing for everyone this
year, whether you're a grower, wholesaler
or retailer.

On January 19th, there will be a tour
of the teaching and research facilities-
which is strictly for the retailer. It
will start at 2 pm at Plant Science Green
house. New varieties of poinsettias,
rose keeping quality and other areas of

interest to retailers will be discussed.

Next the tour will continue to the Design
laboratory and teaching greenhouses. Re

tailers will have an opportunity to see
student^ design work and discuss the two
and four year program with staff members.

At k pm the group will go to Smith
Floral Company in Lansing for the 3rd
Flower Shop Management Program (Smith
Floral Company is a retail growing opera
tion). This clinic should prove interest
ing to retailers and growers. The Seminar
will cover details of their delivery,

billing, advertising, employee, management
as well as other areas of interest. It

would certainly be worthwhile to compare
your operation with the practices used
at Smith Floral.

'-, On Wednesday, Jan. 20, "Whatfs New
at MSU Day" will start at 8 pm at Plant
Science with a trade show as well as an

in depth tour of the Plant Science Flor
iculture sections.

In the afternoon there will be a

discussion of current research work as

well as problems faced by Michigan pro
ducers .

Then on Thursday, Jan. 21, the en
tire day will be devoted to Poinsettias,
with guest speaker Jim Mikkelsen, Paul
Ecke, Dr. Jim Shanks, Dr. Wes Hackett
along with MSU's Dr. Ken Sink, Ronald
Shumack and Dr. Will Carlson. Michigan
growers Bob Soos, Bill VanderSalm and
Ted Weber will also present their views
on poinsettia production.

Yes, there is something for everyone.
Only one thing is needed YOU. Make
plans to attend NOW.

The Program is sponsored by the
Department of Horticulture and The Coop
erative Extension Service of Michigan

State University, in Cooperation with
the Michigan State Florist's Association
and The Detroit Metropolitan Flower
growers.

William H. Carlson
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