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GROWTH REGULATOR NOTES

Flowering of Gardenia radicans

The literature (2) indicates that flowering of
the shrub orfloristgardenia (Gardeniajasininoides)
can be timed by means of exposure to tempera
tures under 65°F. The gardenia is also reported
sensitive to daminozide (B-nine) which causes
more compact growth and may contribute to
heavier bud set (1, 3).

The dwarf gardenia (G. radicans) flowers heav
ily in the spring on compact plants well suited to
pot culture. If flower bud set and forcing condi
tions can be controlled, it offers a good possibili
ty as a holiday season pot plant.

On January 3, 1974, 15-18" outdoor-grown
plants in 1-gal containers were subjected to re-
tardant treatments as well as to a "cold tempera
ture" treatment as indicated in the following
schedule. Even at this time a few (3-5 mm) flow
er buds were evident. All plants were grown in a
greenhouse with a minimum night temperature of
62 to 66°F.

Treatments

1. No treatment.

2. Sheared to 12-15" diameter.

3. Sprayed with daminozide at 5000 ppm a.i.

4. Sheared and sprayed with daminozide at
5000 ppm a.i.

Ave. Diameter

(cm)
Height
(cm)

Treatment No. Ave. No.

1 cm

buds per plant
1 cm total

1 47.1 24 3.7 10.2 13.9

2 38.0 19 10.5 1.7 12.2

3 51.3- 22 2.5 6.0 8.5

4 40.7 18 2.5 0.7 3.2

5 51.0 26 17.5 20.5 38.0

6 53.6 24 7.0 7.5 14.5

7 52.5 28 1.3 3.3 4.6

Buds longer than 1 cm did flower by mid May
while many buds less than this length dried out
and aborted. Daminozide, at the concentration

Figure 1. Left: Ancymidol-drenched Gardenia radicans; right:
Control
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used, apparently had no effect or had a somewhat
inhibitory effect on flower initiation. The cold
temperature treatment had an evident delaying
effect on flower initiation.

The plant size ranged from about 38 to 54 cm
(15 to 21 inches) in diameter. The smaller size
plants resulted from the shearing and were some
what better proportioned. Since pruning did not
completely inhibit flower initiation, it may be
possible to use this approach together with a
drench of ancymidol to produce compact, flow
ering plants.
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EVENTS

Foliage Seminar

The International Foliage Plant Seminar III
has been scheduled for the Town and Country
Hotel in San Diego, CA on November 6 to 9,1977.

Landscape Contractors

The annual convention of the California Land
scape Contractors Association is scheduled for
the Stardust Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada for Novem
ber 10-13, 1977. Contact CLCA, 6252 E. Tele
graph Rd., Los Angeles, CA90040 for information.

Propagation Seminar

A mini workshop on plant propagation has
been scheduled for November 18, 1977 at the Pa
goda Hotel in Honolulu. It will feature short pre
sentations on various plant propagation topics by
commercial growers and University personnel and
will include tissue culture of plants, seed germi
nation and the care of growth regulators.

Ornamentals Seminar

The first Annual Ornamentals Seminar has

been scheduled for the Maui Community College,
Kahului, Maui for January 12, 1978. This com
bined event will include the 5th annual Protea

Workshop, 5th annual Nurserymen's Workshop
and the 4th annual Flower Growers Short Course.

A flower and nursery tour is planned for January
13. For further information contact: Fred D.
Rauch, 3190 Maile Way, Honolulu, Hawaii 96822.

Tropical Foliage Short Course

The National Tropical Foliage Short Course
will be held January 15-18 at the Sheraton Tow
ers Hotel, Orlando, FL.Programsarebeing planned
for all segments of the foliage industry—produ
cers, wholesalers, retailers, designers, installation
contractors and maintenance experts.

Tropical Plant Exhibition

The 5th annual Tropical Plant Industry Exhi
bition will again be held at the Diplomat Hotel,
Hollywood-by-the-Sea, Florida, January 19-21,
1978. The shows 300 booths have long been sold
out and a record attendance is expected. For fur
ther information contact: Louis Cayll, 1643 W.
33rd Place, Hialeah, FL 33012.

Ornamentals Short Course

The 1978 OSU Ornamentals Short Course in

conjunction with the Northwest Ag. Show will
be held January 31-February 2, 1978, at the
Thunderbird Motor Inn at Jantzen Beach, Port
land, OR. Contact: Jim Green, Hort. Dept, Ore
gon State University, Corvallis, OR 97331.

Horticultural Congress

XXth International Horticultural Congress will
be at Sydney, Australia on August 15-23,1978.
To obtain a detailed brochure of official travel
plans to the XXth Congress, contact: American
Society for Horticultural Science, c/o Group Trav
el Services, Inc., 35 37 Broadway, Kansas City, MO
64111. For additional information concerning the
XXth Congress, contact: Mr. G. R. Gregory, Di
vision of Horticulture, N.S.W. Department of
Agriculture, 157 Liverpool Street, Sydney, N.S.W.
2000 AUSTRALIA.

AVAILABLE PUBLICATIONS

Aids to Root and Shoot Promotion

Miscellaneous publication 130 of the Hawaii
Agricultural Experiment Station by Dr. Richard
A. Criley discusses the physiological aspects of
root and shoot initiation and how these can be al

tered by grower/propagator practices. It also pro
vides an excellent summary on the effects of the
various chemicals that are available and how they
might be utilized in the more efficient propaga
tion of our plants.

NURSERY NOTES

Pesticides: Pesticides are categorized into four
groups according to their toxicity. Signal words
on the label, required by law, indicate their toxi
city.


