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b. Temperature - no lower than 65°F. - better at 72-75°F. with
high humidity*

c. Best to keep the plants syringed frequently rather than to
use cover8. If covers are used, they should be sterilized
and the benches sterilized.

5. Feed the plants to maintain a good nutrient level:* N-50-75 ppm,
P - VH, K - 300 ppm. Ca - VH according to the Morgan System and the
Soluble salts - 60.

Hydrangeas

Several growers have called to tell us that they have many blind shoots
this year. What are the possible causes:-

1. The hydrangea last fall should have had about six weeks of night
temperature below 65°F. and preferably not below 40°F.

2. Heavy frost caused premature leaf drop.

3. Heavy infestation of mildew which reduced effective production
of stored food.

4. Plants may have been stored too early.

5. Plants may have been pinched too late last summer which did not
allow enough time for proper plant growth.

To obtain good blue color in hydrangeas do not use fertilizers containing
phosphate and maintain pH at 4.5 - 5.5. Suggest using 20-0-30 or one of
similar analysis.

Control of Mildew - March and April Predominant Mildew Months

March and April are the predominant mildew months. Prevention is better
than cure, so follow the suggestions below:-

1. Avoid sudden temperature drops that will result in precipitation
of moisture on the leaves.

2. Do not water late in the day. This causes an increase in humidity
and moisture on leaves without allowing for a drying-off period.

3. Turn on the steam in the afternoon before temperatures start to

drop outdoors.

4. Leave ventilators partly open so that the heat will drive out
excess moist air.

5. Ventilate as much as is practical.


