
cent blooms when there is ample light. They need training up
light supports and will become entangled in other plants if
not checked. Propagate by cuttings of stem sections in July
or August, or by seed.

Passiflora x alato-caerulea is a free-blooming hybrid well
known because of its large and showy, fragrant, axillary, four-
inch flowers with white sepals, pink petals, and a fringed crown
which is purple, white, and blue. The leaves are trilobed.

Passiflora caerulea (Blue Passion Flower) has five to sev^"
lobed leaves which are bright green and up to siven inches A
across. The solitary, slightly fragrant flowers are produced
from June to September. The petals and the central ovary and
stamens are pure white, while the filaments are a contrasting
deep blue fading to white toward the center, but with deep
violet at the base. The plant sometimes produces ovoid pale
orange-yellow fruits 1-1 \/k inch long.

Passiflora laurifolia (Jamaica Honeysuckle, Yellow Grana-
dilla) has three-five inch long unlobed leaves which are oval,
leathery, and shiny. The fragrant flowers are two-three inches
across with petals green on the reverse and red inside. The
filaments are purple, banded with white, blue and red. They
are produced in June and July and are followed by yellow, ovoid
fruits, two-three inches long, shaped somewhat like a lemon
and edible. (References: 3, k)

Pittosporum tobira is a tough, evergreen shrub branching
Mnto a rather flat-topped, shapely bush with thick, leathery
bbovate dark lustrous green leaves to four inches long, arranged
in dense pseudowhorls. The flowers are small, creamy white, and
very fragrant in terminal clusters. It prefers full sun, tem
peratures at night from kO to 55°F, and a loam-based soil mix
which is drenched thoroughly and then allowed to become moder
ately dry between waterings. (Reference: 3)

Rosmarinus officinalis (Rosemary) is an evergreen shrub
with downy shoots well known as a sweet herb and grown for its
deeply aromatic leaves which are needle-1ike and grayist, shiny
above and white downy beneath. The flowers are light blue. It
does best in a cool part of the greenhouse or window garden,
but must have full sun. Ideal temperature is 60°F. Should
be planted in a loam-based mix and never allowed to dry out.
It grows to about 15 inches high. (References: 3, 5)

Ruta graveolens (Herb-of-Grace, Common Rue) is a strongly
aromatic shrub to three feet high with two-three pinnate leaves
which are used for seasoning food. Flowers are small and
yellow in terminal clusters. This plant has been cultivated
for centuries in herb gardens and its name was associated with
repentance. It likes night temperatures of 50-55°F, full sun,
and a loam-based soil kept evenly moist. (Reference: 3)
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The lantana (Lantana oamara) is native to
tropical America and may grow wild in the southern
U.S. It is grown as an annual for use in hanging
baskets. The more upright forms are appropriate
for flower beds.

Lantanas are free flowering on new growth.
They have a disadvantage in that rain may cause
older varieties to shed their flowers. Through
breeding, hybridists have been able to develop
free flowering in more compact, low-growing
plants which do not shatter as readily. These
are the plants offered in the greenhouse trade
for sale today.

Lantanas are propagated from cuttings.
Cuttings taken in January and grown in a warm
greenhouse (60-65°) will provide four-inch
plants for May sales. The last pinch should
be given in March. The pinch may be used as
cuttings for smaller plants.

Soil preference for lantana is not critical,
but a porous, well-drained soil is best. A mix
ture of 3 parts soil; 2 peat moss; 1 sand or per-
lite to which agricultural limestone and super
phosphate have been added (according to a soil
test) can be used. Prepared soil mixes including
peat-lites can also be used.



A continual fertilization program should be
used during the growing period for maximum plant
growth.

Many growers hold over dormant stock and force
them in January. The stock plants should be cut
back and fertilized according to growth. New
growth should be pinched back at least once to
keep the plants compact. It will take plants
six to eight weeks to flower after a soft pinch.

Problems

Overwatering or underwatering will cause
leaves to be small, and may cause defoliation.
Flowers will shatter and drop.

Insects, especially white fly, are a problem.
If any white flies are in the greenhouse, they will
search out lantanas. Ahpids occasionally occur.
Systemic insecticides and regular sprays will help
keep this problem to a minimum. Labelled insecticides
include Dithio, Vapona, Malathion, Dibrom, Resmethrin,
Disyston and Oxydemetronmethyl.

Mites, cyclamen and two spotted may be a pro
blem,, especially during dry weather. Control with
Kelthane, Vapona, Dithio, Vendex, Malathion, Dibrom
Tedion, Disyston, Demeton or Oxydemeton methyl.

The Iantana can add a new dimension to your
plant selection. Try growing them in hanging
containers, topiary, and as bedding plants.

Jasminum polyanthum is a freely blooming shrubby plant
which climbs rapidly. Its branches are red and glabrous,
having small pinnate leaves of five-seven lanceolate leaflets.
Early in the year it produces masses of deliciously scented
flowers which are white inside and rosy outside. Plants need
full sun, a loam-based soil mix, fresh circulating air, and
prefer soil to be kept evenly moist. (Reference: 3)

Mahernia verHcillata (Honey Bells) is a rambling bush with
fern-like lacy foliage which climbs and trails. Clusters of

-<d|/i inch, nodding, golden-yellow, bell-shaped flowers which are
fbry fragrant (like 1ily-of-the-valley) appear among the trailing
stems in winter and spring. Plants should be given full sun in a
south window of the home or in the greenhouse, and semi-shade
during its summer rest period of reduced growth. Keep evenly
moist for they require more water than average. Loam-based soil
rich in humus is ideal. Propagation is easy from stem cuttings
stuck in soil, sand, vermiculite, or other rooting media.
(References: 3f 5)

Myrtus communis miorophylla (Dwarf Myrtle) is the compact
form of myrtle grown by Europeans in pots and sheared into little
globes and used for weddings. Each dense bush is covered with
small, needle-like, shiny black-green aromatic leaves. The plant
is starred with deeply scented white flowers in summer and fall.
When blossoms fade, blue berries take their place and last well
into the winter. Prune to keep neat and shapely. Give bright
sun and let dry moderately between waterings. Preferred temper/*
ature is 55-60°F. Propagation is by four to six inch cuttings
taken in spring. (References: 3,.5)

Osmanthus fragrams (Sweet Olive) is an evergreen Asiatic
tree that can be grown as a pot plant when small. It has holly-
shaped, stiff, leathery, olive-green leaves finely toothed at
the margins, and strongly fragrant clusters of tiny white flowers
that bloom all year. Keep it in a cool place that gets direct
sunlight. Soil should have a hugh clay content but drain well.
Keep it evenly moist and fertilize monthly. This plant is
frequently grown in semi tropical gardens as a hedge or specimen
shrub where thick, dense growth is needed. (References: 2, 3)

JPassiflora (Passion Flower) is a genus of evergreen, tendril-
limbing vines with showy flowers consisting of a number of

regular petals making a star or bowl-shaped flower with a cen
tral crown bearing an outward radiating fringe of thread-like
filaments around the stalk supporting the ovary and stamens.
They are best planted in the greenhouse border but can be
grown in pots or tubs in a loam-based mix. Those mentioned
here can be kept as houseplants if placed outdoors in a sunny
location for the summer and kept in a sunny window for the
winter with less water. The plant will not thrive in the home
during the winter months, but it will survive to bear magnifi-
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