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What's Ahead For 1961?
Dana C. Goodrich Jr.

Department of Agricultural Economics
Cornell University

When the not-so-happy economic score sheet for 1960
was added up, last year's glowing predictions for the
"soaring sixties" were reluctantly scrapped in favor of
the "wait-and-see sixties." General business conditions

early in the year were good, but signs of weakness ap
peared and multiplied throughout the last half.

As the U. S. economy approaches the new year, evi
dence indicates that the softness will continue into 1961.

Just bow soon our economic indicators will again point
to favorable business prospects is not clear. Many ob
servers agree, however, that a general expansion in activ
ity may be detected by midyear or shortly thereafter.

The effects on the flower industry of these mixed
features of the outlook are fell most at the retail level.
In spite of continuing high consumer incomes during the
year just completed (a rate 5 to 6 percent above 1959),
reports of a disappointing retail (and wholesale) flower
trade since summer 1960 have been heard. The cautious

consumer apparently sensed the lack of drive in the econ
omy and adopted a "maybe tomorrow"" buying attitude.
He lost the unlimited confidence that has characterized

most of the post-WW II years: he was hesitant in spend
ing much of his disposable income for some of the dur
able goods (major appliances, TV's) and a host
of the other so-called non-essentials which include floral
products.

Fortunately, this situation promises to be only a tem
porary one. and when corrected during 1961, its effects
will be augmented by one of the most important factors
in favor of a more prosperous flower economy—our ex
panding population which adds almost three million
persons each year.

The total supply of flowers probably plays the major
role in determining the outlook for growers in 1961.
Flower production in 1960 was consistent with the trend
that has become perennial for the aggregate of all agri
cultural products—continued large and increasing sup
plies. As newer production areas apply some of the more
progressive practises, the higher volume of product avail
able for sale maintains on the industry's marketing
segment a relentless pressure for finding additional mar
kets. With the heavy production of some major flower
crops in 1960. sales were made at unfavorable prices.
Results of often depressed trading in the New York
Wholesale Flower Market were good examples of this
situation.

There are few indications of smaller supplies for 1961,
even in the face of these less favorable returns. Pressures
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News About The
Floriculture Department

John G. Seeley
Department of Floriculture

Cornell University

Again it is a pleasure for me lo give the members of
the New York State Flower Growers a report on the de
velopments in the Department of Floriculture and Orna
mental Horticulture at the New York State College of
Agriculture here at Cornell. The fall semester is well
under way and as usual time seems to disappear rapidly.

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS

This fall we have 58 undergraduate students in the vari
ous fields of interest of the Department. In September we
welcomed to the campus 16 students of whom several
were transfers from other stales. We have had a fine start

and we are pleased to have these fellows who I am sure
will be a good addition lo our list of graduates four years
hence. Isee figure I ).
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Fiaure 1. New students, sitting (I. t" r.) : Lee Alexander. Salem,
N. Y.: Victor Ortluff, Babylon, N. V.: Charles Laugh-
ton, North Chelmsford, Mass.: Ken Cunningham, Ar
lington, Mass.: Thompson Shively, Canton, ().: Donald
Basile, Larchmont, N. Y.: Standing (I. to r.): Rich
ard Taintor. Mahopac, N. Y.: Stephen Josh. Rochester.

N. Y.: David Male, l.oudonville, N. Y.: Lawrence

Young, Charleston, West Virginia; Charles Elder, Trv-

ington, N. Y.: Joseph Lonski, Garden City, N. Y.;
Arnold Tsihanz. Rochester, N. Y.: John Pope, Hock-
assing. Delaware: William Edwards, Willmington,
North Carolina, and Bradford Bearce, Pleasantville,

N. Y.

Foundation for Future Florists Awards

The main purpose of the Foundation for Future Flor
ists, a philanthropic project of the Florists Telegraph De
livery Association, is lo give educational assistance in the
fields of Floriculture and Floristry lo deserving young
men and women who are interested in pursuing floricul
ture as a career.
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for a year and has returned to work toward his Doctor's
degree. He is planning to continue research to learn more
about flower bud initiation in snapdragons.

Harold Wilkins, a new graduate student from the Uni
versity of Illinois, is especially interested in the post-
harvest physiology and the keeping quality of cut flowers.
We are expecting him to make a contribution to our
knowledge on this subject and we are sure it will be of
benefit to the florist industry.

Roy Mecklenburg, who is in the "writing stage" of his
Master of Science thesis has been working on an interest
ing piece of research to develop a method of determining
viability of woody plant materials. He is interested in get
ting a practical method of determining whether plant
material will grow especially after it has been stored or
after it has been exposed to low winter temperatures in
the gardens. Roy is expecting to continue his graduate
work toward his Doctor's degree.

Frank Hilario, who came from the Philippines about a
year and a half ago, is conducting research work towards
a master's degree. Frank is studying the relationship
between soil moisture and soluble salts and their influence
on the growth of two varieties of chrysanthemums.

Among several other new students who joined our De
partment this fall is John Cooke, a graduate of Cornell
who during the course of his experience has worked for
the S. S. Penock Co. in Philadedphia, and W. Atlee Bur
pee Seed Company and also Poulsen's Greenhouse in
Louisiana. John is especially interested in potted plants.
Thomas Pilarczyk came to Cornell this fall as a graduate
of University of Akron. Tom is very much interested in
taxonomy of Begonias. The last of our new graduate stu
dents this year is Theodore Bruszewski who came to our
Department in September after being graduated from
Hofstra College. He is interested in commercial floricul
ture.

STAFF

As usual the staff is busy with the various responsibili
ties in research, teaching, and extension. I will try to pick
out a few highlights in which you will be interested. We
are pleased to see that quite a few of our staff members
are being asked to speak at conferences and short courses
in various parts of the country. This indicates the stand
ing that they hold in the field of floriculture.

Dr. L. H. MacDaniels, after returning from the Philip
pines, about a year and a half ago, accepted an assign
ment in Yugoslavia where he has been spending about 6
months in improving the culture of nuts in that country.
He has been helping in the selection of superior clones of
walnuts, and also in the grafting and other propagation
of nuts as a food in Yugoslavia. This makes good use of
Dr. MacDaniels' background because he has a wealth of
knowledge of this field. As many of you know if you have
read his bulletin on the subject. He writes that travel in
a Volkswagon in some of that rough country is quite an
experience.

Professor Schauffler is on sabbatic leave and is spend
ing a 6 months period in California where he not only is
taking formal courses in crop ecology and extension
methods but also is visiting with many county agents in
California to see how they are handling the 4-H program

and the home grounds program in that State. Speaking of
sabbatic leaves, Professor A.M.S. Pridham will be on sab
batic leave during the spring semester of 1961.

No new addition to the departmental staff this year. We
have one vacant position in landscape design instruction
and we are hoping we can get that filled during this next
year so we will have our regular compliment of staff mem
bers. Professor Jack Lambert, who is on leave of absence
in California, will be resuming his responsibilities in free
hand drawing instruction next fall.

NEW DEVELOPMENTS

Let's look at some miscellaneous developments around
the Department.

Greenhouses

We have been rearranging our greenhouse layout to
improve the efficiency for both research and teaching. One
house has been converted completely into facilities for the
use of mist in propagation. This has been of great help
for us in our work with both woody plant materials and
the various poinsettia research projects.

As some of you have heard, the College of Agriculture
has in the early blue print stage a project for the develop
ment of greenhouses and bioclimatic rooms for research.
This is a project of great importance to our department
which works with the greenhouse and nursery crop indus
tries. We have been working on the development of plans
for addition of several greenhouses to the present floricul
ture range and controlled environment rooms for study of
plant growth and proper equipment for studying post-
harvest physiology. You will be hearing more about this
as time goes on.

The series of investigations on the inter-relationship of
day and night temperatures with various commercial flor
iculture crops is continuing. You are familiar with the ex
tensive amount of information that has been obtained by
Dr. Robert Langhans and his graduate students in rela
tion to the poinsettia. This is continuing with Easter Lilies
and will be done with some other crops also. Professor
Langhans has been using a grant from the New York
Florist Club to aid him in this work and has been develop
ing equipment for more precise temperature control in the
compartments where this research is being done.

Laboratories

In the Plant Science building we have taken a former
office and have developed a plant tissue analysis labora
tory which will be used extensively in our foliar analysis
research studies which are under the direction of Dr.
James Boodley.

Another laboratory development in the Department has
been the setting up of a laboratory for studies of plant
growth using radio active isotopes. Part of the work is
being supported by a grant from the Atomic Energy Com
mission and this research is under the direction of Dr.

Harold B. Tukey, Jr.

Weed Control

Dr. Arthur Bing is continuing his research work on
weed control with florist and nursery crops and is starting
some studies on proper handling and storage of cut
flowers. Those of you who attended the summer meeting
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al Farmingdale last year had an opportunity to see some
of the research work in action.

Dr. A.M.S. Pridham, whom the Flower Growers know
quite well from the good job he is doing with the commer
cial nurserymen of the state, has been working with Roy
Mecklenburg to get additional information on the viabil
ity lest methods. Dr. Pridham has an extensive research
program on weed control in nursery crops.

Turfgrass Research

About a year ago the Turfgrass research area which
was developing very nicely was taken over for a Univer
sity Housing Project and we had to move to a new loca
tion. Dr. John Cornman, who is in charge of this pro
gram, has a new set of experiments set up in a new loca
tion and in another year this ought to be rolling along
very well. Luckily he has in Nassau County on Long Is
land a turf research area which is continuing to give in
formation under these soil and climate conditions as con
trasted to those of Ithaca.

Breeding

Dr. Robert E. Lee is especially interested in the cyto
genetics and breeding of herbaceous plant materials. He
has recently selected some clones of the Smilhanlhia
hybrids and is planning to release these to the American
Oesneria Society for distribution. I ndoubtedly there will
be a press release in the Florist Exchange and the Florist.
Review when these are ready for final release.

Retail Floriculture

Dr. Raymond T. Fox is busy with leaching responsibil
ities as he handles the flower arrangement and the Flower
Store Management courses. Me has however, cooperated
with the Youth Education Committee of the New York

State Flower Growers. As you know the Committee with
Ray Fox's help has conducted several workshops for high
school art and home economics teachers and we are hop
ing that this will continue to spread throughout New York
State. Most of you are familiar wilh the Teachers Guide
to Flower Arrangement which he wrote and which was
published by the Kenneth Post Eoundation. This has re
ceived wide acclaim throughout the nation and we are
proud of this youth education project.

Landscape Design

Professor Robert Scannell. who has been handling the
course in landscape design, is really busy with his teach
ing responsibilities since we still have one position open
in that section of the department. There is increasing de
mand for instruction in this area of interest.

Home Grounds Extension

Our three ornamental horticulture extension staff mem

bers. Ernest Schauffler, Arthur Lieberman and Charles
Fischer have a very good extension program in the held
of home floriculture and ornamental horticulture. Many
of you know Ernie Schauliler who has been with us for
quite a few years and has major responsibility for the
4-11 program in Floriculture and Ornamental Horticul
ture. Professors Lieberman and Fischer have an extension

program which not only covers home grounds improve
ment but also some home decoration subjects such as

flower arrangement and house plants. Their work is con
ducted through the county Agricultural Agents and the
county Nome Demonstration Agents.

New Research-Extension Project

Another item of special interest to all commercial flower
growers and many others throughout the State is the fact
that in the Addendum to the Budget Request of the Col
lege of Agriculture, there is included a new research and
extension project. The project if supported financially as
a regular budget item would enable us to do a much bel
ter job than we are doing for not only the commercial in
dustries throughout the Stale but also the millions of
home owners. The .project would give belter maintenance
and operation support to the Cornell Ornamentals Re
search Laboratory al Earmingdale. It would enable us to
set up a definite turfgrass research and extension project
which al the present lime is being carried out as part time
by Dr. John Cornman who also teaches the woody plant
materials courses. When one considers the 335.000 acres of

home lawns in New York State plus the many golf courses,
athletic fields, school grounds, industrial landscaping, etc.
there is a real need for this research and extension proj
ect. The project also would give increased support to the
entire extension program in home grounds improvement
and this would he a service to the lax payers of New York
Stale. We are hoping that this project request will be
approved.

Extension Program

Our Extension Specialists in the commercial field as
well as in home grounds continue to work with county
agricultural agents in developing extension programs in
the county and also conduct various short courses and
conferences and other meetings here al Ithaca. One of the
big changes is the shift of the Florist Short Course from
January into the week of November I. In 1961, the Short
Course will be October 31, November 1. and 2. This was
done because we feel thai the better travel conditions will

not only enable more florists to get here more easily but
will enable many which could not leave their greenhouses
in the wintry days of January to participate in the short
course at Ithaca.

Soil Testing Laboratory
We have recently made a change in the Soil Testing

Laboratory and Jim Boodley will be in charge of the
laboratory and make the recommendations on your soil
test reports.

In the pasl three years there has been a steady increase
in the number of soil tesls that we have run in the lab.

More and more growers are taking advantage of the op
portunity to have their soils tested accurately and quickly.
A number of growers that have been regularly testing
their soils have reported large increases in quality of their
crop. With increasing competition from other areas it is
becoming more and more important to know that your
nutrient levels are right so that you can produce the best
possible product. Although proper nutrient levels in the
soil have taken a back seal to marketing and other prob-
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