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Struckmeyer and Roberts, of Wisconsin,
have shown that exposure to lov; temperature
followed by high temperature causes plants
to produce vegetative breaks and replaces
pinching.

^ ORCHID SESSION - Bill Lana, Moderator

Thomas Sheehan - Reporter

The first topic for discussion was that
of slug and snail control. Russ Mott, of
Cornell, has found calcium arsenate - 3.2
ounces, metaldehyde - 2.0 ounces, and bran
flakes - 3-6 pounds a successful bait to
control slugs and snails. The ingredients
are mixed and then placed on the benches in
little mounds of about one tablespoon each
at about a two-feet spacing. The benches
should be cleaned after seven days as by
this time the mixture becomes moldy and
messy. One grower suggested placing the
bait on small pieces of glass to keep the
mess off the benches. Mr. Vessy said he
also mixes either sugar or molasses with
above materials and then lets the mixture
dry for a day before using. He has found
that the added materials do a better job.
Another grower found that baiting the area
around the greenhouses gave excellent con
trol. Bill Lana said that they use arbor-
tox //7, a dust composed of DDT and metalde
hyde used at the rate of 50 pounds per
75,000 square feet every two weeks. Copper
lime dust was also suggested. This material
is effective as long as it doesn't get too
wet.

Tom Sheehan believes dry sepal may be
caused by several factors, but as yet there
Is by no means any complete answer.

Doctor Charles Fischer found that if
orchids were stored at low temperatures, e.g.
4 days at 36°, the flowers developed a brown
column and were no longer salable. Further
studies are being conducted on this problem
to see if It is possible to store orchids for
a longer period of time than is now possible.
He also said that the Vanda shipping problem
seems to have improved since shippers have
been using B.A.C. (bromlnated activated char
coal) in their packages. The B.A.C. absorbs
the ethylene evolved by the flowers and pre
vents self injury to the flowers.

Gavino Rotor found that Cattleya labiata,
C. mosslae, C. perciyallana, and C. frlanae
were prevented from flowering by "long days at
a temperature of 65°F. All of the above
species Initiated buds under short days at
65°. Cattleya labiata was found to flower at
55°F regardless of daylength. C. gaskelllana
and C. warscewlczll (C. gigas) Initiated and
developed buds under Tow temperature and short
days. The reactions of these Cattleya orchids
will be discussed in a separate article to be
published soon. Reactions to daylength and
temperature of other orchids as Dendroblum
nobile, D. phalaenopsis, Paphiopedllum
lnsigne, and Phalaenopsis species were also
discussed. The results of experiments re
garding these plants will be published in a
series of articles.

Doctor Gustav Mehlquist discussed the
role of polyploidy and chromosome number in
breeding; also, other aspects of orchid
breeding. He discussed rest period of or
chids as it varied with the different species.

Russ Mott has found Phalaenopsis grew
better with constant watering rather than
by drying between waterings (American Orchid
Society Bulletin, December, 1950).

Banquet and Bull Session

Dr. Arthur BIng,
Dept. of Floriculture, CORNELL

The 355 who attended the banquet were
very much impressed by Statler service. The
tables were decorated with centerpieces made
of styrafoam bases with branches of eucalyp
tus, acacia, and yellow carnations. The
green frosting on the angelfood cake dessert
was topped with rose buds. Everyone had an
enjoyable time. During the dinner, questions
discussed at the tables were written on paper
and collected by Professor Arthur Bing.

Following the introduction of the people
at the head table by Mel Dauernheim, Doctor
Kenneth Post led the discussion of the fol
lowing questions.

Q. How best can the florist industry survive
the Inflated dollar?

A. Prof. Frank Pearson - The florist should
fear deflation but never fear inflation.

Q. In view of our present ample production as
well as rapid reliable national and inter
national transportation in this interim
period between consumer production and de
fense mobilization, what is the most press
ing need in the marketing of our flowers
on either local or national basis?

A. Claire Maier - Uniformity as can be sup-
plied by an efficient and accurate grading
system.

A. Truman Fossum - All agriculture has grad
ing^ We are the only ones without it.

Q. To what extent may rock phosphate (finely
ground) be used in place of super phos
phate if super phosphate becomes hard to
get?

A. John Seeley - Rock phosphate was used satis-
factorily before super phosphate came into
the picture. Super phosphate is more sol
uble but If not available, we could again
use rock phosphate. We would have to use.
it in higher concentrations than super
phosphate and have it ground as fine as
possible.

Q. Should our greenhouse night temperatures
depend on the light intensity of the pre
ceding day? Would you run lower after a
cloudy day?

Continued on next page.
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