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Other viruses have become evident and
Keller has shown the relationship of stunt to
previously unrecognized "masked'' viruses.
This work will also be helpful in more quick
ly identifying stunt carrying varieties which
are not seriously affected by the disease.

Bacterial stem rot has shown itself dur
ing the past year. The disease is under
study now and it appears to be associated
with high temperature and high humidity.
We will probably hear more about this if
weather conditions become proper for its de
velopment .

Botrytis on the blooms and ray blight
were both conTFolled during the past year by
regular spraying with Parzate starting before
color and continuing even after the flowers
were open. It appears that this problem can
be beaten for the production of large flower
ed disbuds out-of-doors even where rains and
much humid weather is common.

Prospects for 1951 are for further reduc-
tion in stunt and increased production at all
times of year except the normal period of
bloom. Winter and spring crops will increase
from southern states. Probably greenhouse
fall, winter, and spring production will re
main about the same. The spring may find
cloth difficult to obtain. This will not af
fect 1951 production but will reflect In
1952. Considerable number of hardies will
be grown for Easter and Mother's Day pot
plants, especially by the retail grower.

Orchids - Average

The potentialities of the orchid as a
corsage flower for sale through many outlets
to the average consumer was thoroughly demon
strated by Thomas Young last Easter. Perhaps
this was the cause of the tight market at
that time. Growers realize it is usually a
few extra flowers which cause the gluts and
by removing the small orchids from the mar
ket, prices for all orchids were good. The
company should be highly commended for this
demonstration rather than condemned for it.

This has demonstrated to both the large
dime store chains the "pulling power of a
flower." They are definitely going to carry
through with potted plants and whatever they
can purchase of this kind for sale. They
are getting our product to those who have
never before enjoyed it and will make cus
tomers for all the industry.

The greatest problem of the orchid in
dustry appears to be "dry sepal .n- Evidently
dry sepal is like "bull heads" in roses — it
is a classification into which all poor
flowers fall. The causes appear to be dif
ferent in various cases. Some of the causes
are well defined now.

Controlling flowering is receiving much
attention by growers -- some using long days
and others short days. Rotor's work with
this problem has opened an entire field for
research.

Our apparent inability to store orchids
at low temperature poses as a stumbling block
in peaking for holidays. Timing by control
ling environment may become a more important
problem with this crop than with others.

Prospects for 1951 are for an increased
demand for orchids over last year. History
is repeating itself and we can expect more
celebrations, which will demand more orchids.

Gardenias - Steady

Cool weather means bud development on
gardenias, and the past season has been per
fect for this over eastern United States.
Production has held up all summer and plants
have been producing well all fall and will
continue for the year. Prices have held
steady enough to be encouraging.

Prospects for 1951 are dependent on the
weather. Growers will probably plan on
about the same number. If employment and
wages increase, gardenias will probably be
in greater demand this year than last.

Bulbs - Normal

The agreement with Holland to ship a
limited number of certain cut flowers (no
tulips) to the United States this year is a
relief to the entire industry and especial
ly to the tulip forcers. This is a constant
threat.

The Croft leaf tip burn is well under
controT. Just keep a high nitrate level
and don't use complete fertilizers.

Prospects for 1951 - The supply of all
bulbs was normal "and the crop should come
through very well this spring. Easter is
early but with the knowledge of storage for
lilies they should be in bloom in plenty of
time. Most jobbers are equipped to give the
proper treatment to bring them in satisfac
torily.

Potted Plant Demand Good
Labor costs have caused growers to reduce

potted plant production in favor of cut
flowers. Many retail growers have become
specialists and depend less and less on their
local production. The demand is for reduced
variety but Increased supply of the few major
crops.

Polnsettias - Sick

For the second year in succession western
stock froze in the field. From 10 to 25 per
cent of the plants received did not live.
Much of the injury was at the ground line,
the tops being alive but after a few shoots
started, they died. In spite of this, grow
ers produced ample cuttings. This experience
two years in succession makes many growers
want to save their stock. Many plants, nor
mally dumped, are being carried over this
year. With good control measures for mealy
bugs, they should no longer be a problem.
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Stock plants start and produce much
better at 70°F minimum than at lower tempera
tures. This, coupled with a good supply of
water, gives optimum cutting production.

The real problem with plants, after propa
gating, begins to develop in late September.
Shoestring bracts, curled down leaves, dead
areas in the leaves, leaf fall, and uneven
growth or even death of plants are the symp
toms '. The 1949 crop gave us much concern
but last year we were even more Impressed.
The trouble has been attributed to such

things as potash or phosphorus deficiency,
2,4-D injury, low temperature, low or high
moisture, and other causes.

Practically all such injuries have been
associated with root rot. Dlmock has been

following this trouble for the past two years
and it appears to be a complex situation.
Trouble is apparently initiated in the late
summer in some cases but in the fall the

plants tend to grow out of it. Even so, the
resulting plant has been seriously injured
and does not become the desirable subject it
should be. In other cases, plants look good
until early December, then begin to yellow
and drop leaves, becoming completely defoli
ated by Christmas.

At present it looks like poinsettia grow
ers should sterilize all soil, pots, benches
and other equipment used. Soils low in fer
tility should be used to avoid soluble salt
injury.

Prospects are for continued increase in
poinsettia demand with it the most popular
Christmas plant. If greater satisfaction
could be given the customer, the demand would
increase further.

Hydrangeas - Good

Hydrangeas will be good for Easter and
should come sufficiently early if they have
been properly stored. The fall temperature
was optimum for bud set and development so
that they should force easily at 60°F from
the start.

Perhaps some buds set too early in many
areas. Early pinching promoted this.

Azaleas - Normal

Azaleas forced fairly well for Christmas
and will continue well during the year. More
growers are becoming equipped to store plants
at low temperature for early forcing and to
hold plants in salable condition for long
periods. 40°F storage does both.

Begonias - Few

Begonias and cyclamen continue to be in
lesser demand each year. Prospects are for
no revival of these crops because of the
reduced demand for them.

Tuberous rooted begonias may find a place
for cut flower production In winter in eastern
United States now that we can grow them well
at 60°F with long days. Lewis (Cornell) has
demonstrated real possibilities for this as
a corsage flower. Perhaps some of the multi-
floras could be used as potted plants.

♦ This information was compiled with the
assistance and Information supplied by
George Thompson, Agricultural Economics;
A. W. Dimock, Plant Pathology; W. E. Blau-
velt, Entomology; and Arthur Bing, Flori
culture.

-- Kenneth Post

*****

Continued from Page 3

Appearance of gladioli flowers sprayed with
a Botrytis suspension following enclosure
under a bell jar with BAC (L). Control (R).

have promise as a protectant for plant ma
terial, not only in its role as a neutraliz
ing agent for ethylene, but also because of
its fungicidal property. Should this method
of fungus control prove practical, It may be
that different absorbing media other than
charcoal or different chemicals other than
bromine will prove more adaptable for use.
However, the use of brominated activated
charcoal is of considerable Interest and has
application to commercial conditions.

Your Editor,
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