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'; . plots of 28 plants each.
‘rows of Frosted Sim were used between

Second Pinching of Carnations
| by W. D. Holley ‘

* The method used in second pinching

is not too important. The distribution of |

‘eropa resulting from three different ,
methods of pinching was altered slightly
by the pinching method but the .quality
or nmumber of flowers was not significant-
1y affected.

~ Rooted cuttings of White Bim were
planted in a nursery bed April 13, snd
‘pinched May 8, 1953. These plants were
transplanted to standard spacing on :
June: 5. The bench was separated into 9
Two buffer,

. each pair of plots.: The buffer rows ad-
" Jacent to each plot were pinched by the
‘same method used on the plot. The pinch-
ing treatments were replicated three '
 times. S = I

A1l breaks resulting from the first
pinch were pinched again as they were
ready. Three different methods of second
pinching were compared as followst

: 1. The tip of the stem with a ro-
sette of leaves was pulled out. This
method involves the use of both hands
one helding the break helow the tip and
the other grasping the tip and making

8 quick pull. This method was started
on the most advanced breasks 26 days
after the first pinch and was con-
tinued regularly until all breaks were
pinched. :

2. A1l breaks were pinched as
soon as they had elongated sufficient-
ly even though no laternl growths were
visible in the axila of the leaves at
the time of pinching. This type of
pinch could be started on most ad-
vanced breaks 39 days after the first”
pinch. '

3. All breaks from the first 8
pinch were allowed to develop until ]
latersl growths were plainly visible.

This method was begun 53 days after

the first pinch, :

A1l methods involved pinching breaks
as they reached the right stage and re-
guired 5 to 6 weeks from the time the
operation was started to make a complete
second pinch. i

Plants. which were pull-pinched be-
gan production two weeks sooner than
those handled by the other methods. They
also were forced to branch lower. The
totel production mnd the quality from
plants pinched by these methods is glven
in Table 1. Production figures are for
# total of 84 plants or 28 square feet
in each treatment and extended from
September 6, 1953 to May 9, 195k.

Table 1. Production and quality of White .
Sim carngations resulting from
three methods of second pinching
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Method. 13

1) Pull pinmch 466 438 957 45.8

2) Low break pinch 480 367 879 Li.7

3) Deleyed break ’ N
pinch L8 hsh. 950 L47.8
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 The intermediate or low break pinch
reduced both quality and production, how-
- ever, the differences were not quite
great enough to be significant. This
method of pinching, &8s it was used in
. this experiment. removed much less of
each breask than is often done in com-

mercial practice. The greater the sumount

‘of tissue that is removed by pinching,
the better the chances fq{”rgducing ra-

#*

" duction and quality of the flowers re-

sulting from the pinch.

The pull pinch can be espécially ‘

valusble for use on plants that are late.

They mey be brought into production
about two weeks sooner:since breaks may
be pinched much sooner by this method

than by any other. ' If plants are grow-

ing rapldly, the pull pinch may be ac-
camplished.with one hand.
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